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origin), “flame” (French origin) and “conflagration” (Latin origin). “Fire” would be the easiest word
to understand and is suitable in any type of context. If you use “flame” instead of “fire”, some
poetic sentiment would accompany with it. “Conflagration” sounds academic, on the other hand,
and the scientific explanations are expected to follow. In this way, different types of vocabularies
have enabled English people to express subtle nuances and to foster psychological perception for
them.

Through the examples of Japanese and English, I have given a brief overview into how
languages relate with people’s cognitions and how they can enrich the culture in which they
are used. If we understand the organic nature of language rightly, language would surely keep

working as an inestimable system to explore our thought-world, and to cultivate our culture.

Works Consulted

Francis, W. Nelson. (1998). Word-Making: Some Sources of New Words. Language: Readings in
Language and Culture. Sixth Edition. New York: St. Martin's Press. 154-165.

Lucy, John A. (1992). Language Diversity and Thought: a Reformulation of the Linguistic
Relativity Hypothesis. Studies in the Social and Cultural Foundations of Language. 12.
Cambridge University Press.

===, (1996). Grammatical Categories and Cognition: a Case Study of the Linguistic Relativity
Hypothesis. Studies in the Social and Cultural Foundations of Language.1.3. Cambridge
University Press.

Maynard, Senko K. (1997). Japanese Communication. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press.

AN (2005). TS EFHEESK « HA) QRS #5 @ HAT+E . 323-331.

E.HET «B. wA4—7 (1970). IEAFIPE L Bah%E) h EEEER . HL ¢ 5534 . 65-81.

Ft &R (2009). T1Q84 Book3J #si @ itk . 210.

PEARF— (1988). THIROEEL] HT KB . 213-214.

(25)



(i)
[7ZMhEDEDETICVWTERLEE) EXBREE -7,
[P i BiEATHRY] EEMZADIZEDIRL,
(1Q84 Book3 210)

Here, Fuka-Eri is repeating the word “ % 4" (anzen) after Tengo used it, but it is written in
katakana ( 77>/ ). It makes us feel that Fuka-Eri might not know what Tengo really means by
the word “# 42" (security), and that they might have a different range of vocabulary and cognition.
In the texts mainly consisting of hiragana and kanji, katakana effectively makes her strangeness
conspicuous. In this way, in literary texts, the syllabic system greatly helps arouse some feeling
in the reader’s mind and affects the interpretation or recognition of the contexts. Here we can
see that a certain language system has an influence on the way people share the same cultural
background recognize things.

These syllabic systems play another important role in Japanese culture: a medium for
adopting vocabularies and thoughts from other cultures. With regard to this function, Senko K.
Maynard who studies the loanwords appeared in Japanese media made the following suggestive
comments: “Today, most Chinese words in the Japanese language are written in Kanji. [...]
Western loanwords are written in katakana, [...]. Loanwords make a text seem modern and
sophisticated. Other functions include use of the brand names, loanwords that introduce concepts
otherwise nonexistent in Japan, technical terms, and euphemisms. American (and western)
images sell well in Japan” (Maynard 66-68). As she says, katakana and kanji have been used
to borrow words and concepts from other cultures, because they could save time and trouble
in “translating” difficult foreign terms. In other words, they have been contributing to enrich
Japanese vocabulary, the way of thinking, and the culture.

It is necessary, however, to avoid concluding immediately that such linguistic varieties
should directly indicate the extent of cultural maturity. No one would agree with such an idea
that the more syllabic systems a language has, the higher the quality of the culture where it is
used is. For example, many western countries, where the alphabet is used as the only syllabic
system, have highly developed cultures. Each language has its own way to absorb a new idea
and different ways of exploring the cultural fields. Looking back on the history of the English
language, for example, you will find English people absorbed and digested the “advanced” culture
of ancient Greek, Rome, and France mostly by proliferating vocabularies. Now “English has the
largest vocabulary of any language in the world—over 600,000 words—in part, at least, because
English has borrowed words from every language with which it has had any contact”(Francis
154). Using various ways of word formation such as affixes and the simple system of alphabet,
which is common in many western countries, the English language has succeeded in increasing its
vocabulary. Now it has three different types of vocabulary: classic (Greek, Latin origin), literary
(mainly French origin) and familiar (Germanic origin). For example, there are three different

words for “light and heat that are produced when burning something” in English: “fire” (German
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Language, Thought, and Culture
— A Brief Insight into Their Relations —

Ruiko Kawabe

Language 1s sometimes compared to an organism like a tree living on the soil called culture.
Not only does it absorb the nutrition, however, the tree of language can also cultivate the thought
and culture on which it grows.

The idea that languages have a close relationship with cultures in which they are used has
been endorsed by many scholars. Benjamin Lee Whorf offered his famous theory based on Sapir
that large-scale linguistic patterns in particular languages relate with the habitual concepts
which speakers of those languages use in interpreting reality (Lucy 62). While he focused on
grammatical theory, the Russian psychologist L.S.Vogotsky discussed the same issue with special
regard to the function of the language in sociological context, and stated that particular language
system occurs in particular society and culture (Maynard 3-4). Although these theories differ in
their points of view, both of them are pointing out the existence of indirect but close interaction
among language, thought, and culture.

To consider this interactive relationship among language, thought, and culture, it would be
very useful to think about Japanese through three syllabic writing systems, that being katakana,
hiragana, and kanji. Derived from the same origin (Chinese characters), each of these systems has
assumed a different role in present Japanese: they provoke different images in people’s minds. For
example, you never see Japanese fashion magazines intended for youth without finding a large
amount of katakana, because katakana can evoke a new, fashionable image. On the other hand,
traditional or adult-oriented products tend to be promoted in kanji, which can make them look
solemn or something authorized in its culture. While kanji seems an effective device to convey the
message instantly since each has a connoted meaning in itself, hiragana is useful for softening
or blurring such fixed images that some kanji have. For example, people who have physical or
mental disabilities used to be assigned the kanji “[&## "(shougai-sya), but recently the kanji “&"
has been replaced with the hiragana “ %" to avoid the negative image the kanji “ " would give:
its original meaning is “harm”.

Literature is another example to show the effect language can have on thought and culture.
Japanese writers often use katakana to call up a sense of strangeness in a reader’s mind. A good
example is found in the novel 1Q84 by Haruki Murakami. The following scene depicts Tengo (K
#)’s confusion about the unexpected visit by a mysterious girl Fuka-Eri (5% D) | in which he

is trying to explain how dangerous it is for her to stay in his apartment.
MEDETEHILTE, cTRlREEL»RV] LRXBFEE-> T, MERHZMDALICH

EOFENTVEHTWE, E5VSEPRDONER IS bHSEVTE ]
(P oE U BRECARATEV] EENADEEST,
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Desperate for an opportunity to stay in the US, I decided to travel around the country
with a stack of resumes. I rented a car in New York and kept driving diagonally
throughout the huge continent, heading west to California during the summer. I
visited many state education departments during the day. while going to ballparks
to watch minor league baseball games at night. | managed to meet important people
at school district offices here and there on weekdays while camping in national parks
on weekends.
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I even visited the BOE to talk to them directly, but they all treated me like a dog,
saying “Who told you to come here?” or "The BOE has nothing to do with your visa.”
Even after the semester ended, I did not get any help from the BOE. But my AP and
I kept networking until I realized sometime in July that I should leave New York.
Otherwise | would have gotten frustrated to the point where I would have started
kicking some asses. What I didn't realize was how much | was going to miss the
people in the Bronx.
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very carefully, watching out for a blackboard eraser flying toward my head. However,
as | opened it, | was surprised to find a cake on my desk. Then, I heard the kids
inside the classroom cheer. They all sang.

"Happy birthday to you,

Happy birthday to you,

Happy birthday Hah-Rah-Dah

Happy birthday to you."
[ couldn't bring myself to say “Call me Mister Harada," this time. All kids were
looking at me, examining my face. One of the boys said “Hey mister, don’t ery.”
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Because he didn't have a note from his mom, I said “No, you can’t leave the class
without an official note.” In an instant, he went nuts, screaming I had no right to
prevent a student from going to the dentist. Soon his anger was conveyed to the
whole class and all kids started protesting to me on his behalf. Again the class broke
down into total chaos. So, 1 said, “Do you want me to call Ms. Lopez?"' Then the kids

stopped screaming and became quiet.

That was until a girl dared to exclaim, “You always say, ‘Ms. Lopez this, Ms. Lopez
that.” You like her, don't you?" I don't know what kind of expression there was on
my face, but the kids must have seen something. They roared with laughter. I was
driven into a corner to explain that Maria was just a good coworker of mine and I
respected her as a teacher. But no matter what I said, they kept laughing harder and
harder and things were totally out of control. They laughed hardest when I shouted,
“Get serious and stop laughing. Open your books to page 78 now!"
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What a Surprise.
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The most memorable event came in April --two months before the end of the school
vear. On the way to the classroom I saw a couple of students hanging around in the
hall. They were the ones who had always given me hard times. When they saw me
walking, they whispered to each other, which put me on alert. As I approached them,
one of them said “Mister, don't go into the classroom." | suspected that there was
evildoing going on again. “Get out of my way. You can't hang out in the hall now,” I

said. I pushed my way through their barrier and reached for the door. I opened it
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Maria Lopez
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The one thing that bothered me so much was that the kids often freaked out in
Spanish and there was no way to talk to them to calm down. Luckily, T got good
support from a young female teacher, Maria Lopez, who was teaching Spanish. She
suggested that whenever I had problems in class with Hispanic students, I call her
for help and she would talk to them in Spanish. I really appreciated her offer. She
often came and talked to the class whenever any of the kids freaked out and got
out of control. She came to preach, when the kids went crazy because | gave them a
surprise test, when they roared with anger because I declared that I would never let
anyone go to the bathroom, or when they went wild because they had to attend my
class while a student fashion show was going on in the auditorium. Her sermons in
Spanish to the kids were always good enough to scare them and make them behave.
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One day, a student said he wanted to leave the class for a dental appointment.
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Powerless, I have no choice but to let students win. When a restless boy goes out to
the hall during my class, I have to beg him politely, “Could you please come back to
the classroom, sir?" When a girl says to me “Get the fuck out of my face," I get the
fuck out of her face. When another girl says to me “Stop giving me shit!” I stop giving
her the shit.
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In the second semester, | was beginning to see the students’ backgrounds. One girl,
who was always sucking her thumb, had been abandoned by her parents and was
living with a foster family. A boy from Venezuela was not happy living in the US. He
wanted his mother to send him back home. So he misbehaved at school, trying to
send her a message that he was a misfit. There was another student who kept doing
his homework incorrectly every day. I found out he did not go to school in his home
country. | discovered he was almost illiterate in Spanish as well as in English. 1
learned that another boy who had cut classes many times lived with his four brothers
and sisters in a small apartment while his parents worked every day. When I called
his mother to tell her about his habit of cutting classes, she cried, saying that she
was powerless to do anything.

T2 BEICA 5 T, £/ DEWHEZE TS B Ich o7 DOBHIGEL p&H>
TOBLTFEMRE TS ENINEB RS L TOE5 L0 NRILIDERKEDH
BHFLEIE, TA VGBS LICH LD, DOEROEWERICHFAI TS E I/
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NRZXLFICKDEL TE 5 FEDDFREDD S LIVEL, HHETEALP ’(?5
[ U HEDIEZ HE 54 0O EfEE, AR OETE FE S ICFHRICH >72C EXvk
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213 22 1 HEICREAR D o oo RIOED Y 5 AT, 344 25BN B2 &
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WIZLTHODHDENLIED XA, [ATHRN S5 [AEATR ] & FICHEBD v
DESBPHOTES>TLBDT, ARXZBCTCHHLEOTTA, KELHKL T
BTVWFIIGBEL XA,

During class one day, I heard someone knock on the door. When I opened it, I saw
a girl who had failed my class holding her report card. She had come to the United
States a year before and had hardly learned any English. But it seemed that she
decided to taunt me in English.
“Harada! Harada!” she yelled.
“Call me Mister Harada.” I replied.
“Harada! Harada! You bad!”, she continued shoving her report card toward my nose.
“Well, that’s the score you earned.” I said bluntly.
“Harada! Harada! You bad! You bad! You bad!” She went on and on.
“No, You ARE bad,” I tried to correct her English.
“No, YOU !” she yelled at me and ran, not at all getting what I meant.
N BEHDRFEN, BEDRNTE S v 255D Z 7, B THRS EGiE o
DL ZRXT [PA]) BH S /LTERD, FRAIBEHF > Tir> T, —HERHC T XY
THERETENLIN ) THGEDUEEA ETELVEGIE DT, CDHIED DIF, MEICHFET
e LICH 572,

/Harada, Harada!/ * i< DT,

/Mr. Harada /=) », C55&POKT,

!Harada, Harada, You bad!) &, iBHIZZEOMICFEEZ (17T < 1L,

[E 375, ENDEFOMMETE &, HEHoEFLESICELS,

Harada, Harada, you bad, you bad!) », Z5EE#HF TS 3DT,

/You ARE Bad /65 ) & il L B8 A L 5 & d7L,
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HiEEFIET B HMMELA -, LM LERICHES C LEFEnA0onslil, MEBEEICTE
BT VAT, BEREDAFIEEE YA (dean) ZPEATHENLDEAMHLTELES T L.
Janice lZ. H-o7T EAH-6LDTEIEDELEES TN, &5 —DDFEIE, HE
HHEOBUCEFT A b, HENGEE VRS LEE A S /29IC, Basic Spanish for Teachers
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TR AN Ve F4LR LARF 7+ A+RIAMA) BERE, LL, WTNOFE
ELHETHICKT, BOORMIZERPHREEICE TR BN S,

There are two ways to deal with such kids. One is to send them to the dean’s office. I
do it almost every day. But the deans are no help. They just have a ten-minute talk
with the kids to tell them to behave and return them to my class. Of course, they
misbehave again. What do the deans think they can do with a ten-minute talk? I've

been telling them to behave more than two months!

The other way is to call their parents. This is not very effective, either. First, many
of the parents don't speak English. When I try to explain the situations in Spanish,
they are just amused with my broken Spanish and laugh. Second, even if they
understand what | say and make their children behave, their good behavior won't
last more than two days. Third, some parents don't care about their kids at all. One
mother even told me she didn’t want to talk because she was sleepy. Who in the
hell could be sleepy when she got a phone call from her misbehaving son’s teacher?
Besides, it was already 11 o'clock in the morning when I called. (At that time I was
so pissed that I thought about calling the mother’s mother.)

RS DHYGEIE 2D, —DUd, LHIGEEICKD DISE S &, (FEAEBADL
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Despite my initial passion for education, I am becoming less idealistic. However, [
think I can still enjoy teaching if T think this whole thing is a game. Every day on the
subway to work, I think about how I can retaliate against those bad kids.

N GHIDEENDNGEE 1B, FEEE L DDEE, To, INTRHT—LFEE
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These kids are so rude. They call me Chino. (Who is their Geography teacher?) They
say things like, “Hey Chino, you stink! Did you take a shower? Don’t come close to
me. | will throw up.”

(&)
The kids are happy to see me get angry. They do everything to enrage me. When [
am teaching, kids not belonging to my class yell at me from the hall “Hey, what's up
Chino?” If I ignore them, they start banging on the door until I come out.
W CDHHDEFGTEC E, DS EZ [F /) A THORDE (—F# I F
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All they are thinking about is how to get out of school. They cannot sit still in my
double-period class. They run around and scream. They sometimes have fights in
class. The security guards come to my class on a regular basis. Even though these
students cannot read and write in English, they already know how to argue with a
teacher. One girl told me to shut up when I told her to stop making noise. Another
boy said, “You're fucked up” when I told him to be quiet. I told him I would never
allow him to attend my class until his mother comes to school. He is now happy
fooling around in the hall every day.
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First, I was surprised by the metal detectors at the main entrance and the number of
policemen in the hall. Then, I saw so many rough kids walking down the hall saying
“fuck,” “bitch,” or “shit” It seemed as if they could not walk down the hall without
using four-letter words.
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The members of the Board of Ed were absolute idiots! Who in their right mind would
hire a foreigner with no permanent residence status to teach English?
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September came and the new semester started, but I was still jobless. I had never
felt so hopeless. I was determined to take any job no matter how difficult it was.
Somebody told me that there was a severe teacher shortage in the Bronx. In
fact, very few people had the guts to take a job in the Bronx because of its rough
neighborhoods, Since I was even willing to teach in a juvenile detention center, [ sent
my resumes to all high schools in the Bronx.
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The only problem at this point was to find out where I could get a job teaching kids?
In Japan? Maybe. But the number of kids is going down and getting a job at a school
is extremely difficult. Besides, I'm not certified to teach in Japan. In California?
That's a good alternative because there is a large Japanese population. But it is not
a place for people who don't drive, like me. There is only one place in the U.S. where
people can live without driving. Yes, it is here in New York. There are a growing
number of public schools in New York starting to teach Japanese to American kids,
and I knew they needed more Japanese teachers.
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