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commissaire divisionnaire, commissaire central, 18 aott 1969, objet : « Nord-africains installés
dans le campement de la digue des Francais »,

« ADAM, 207 W 133, Police urbaine de Nice, Compte-rendu d’intervention, 17 aott 1971.

» ADAM, 207 W 133, Rapport au Préfet des Alpes-Maritimes, « Bidonville de Ia digue des Frangais
4 Nice » 12 septembre 1969

« ADAM, 177 W 494, Secrétariat d'Etat auprés du Ministére du Travail (Travailleurs immigrés),
Programme urbain d’action 4 moyen terme en faveur des immigrés du département des Alpes-
Maritimes (1976-1980).

- ADAM, 207 W133, Rapport au Préfet des Alpes-Maritimes, « Bidonville de la digue des Frangais
a Nice » 12 septembre 1969

« ADAM, 207 W 133, Compagnie de gendarmerie de Nice, « Bulletin de Renseignements », 9 juillet
1970.

« ADAM, 207 W 133, Direction de 'aménagement urbain, Paris le 27 mai 1974.

« ADAM, 207 W133, « Le biconville de la digue Francais 4 Nice, Population et structures » Rapport
SONACOTRA, 1974

AR T a—

» B. C. De M’saken, Date de l'interview : 9 octobre 2007.

+ M. H. De M’saken. Date de I'interview : 15 décembre 2007.
+ R. K. De M'saken. Date de l'interview : 21 décembre 2007.

WrlH

* Nice Matin, 15 mars 1976

« Nice-Matin, 29 mai 1972.

» L'OBS, 09 février 2016 , « Calais, Paris... Les bidonvilles n'ont jamais disparu. Leur éradication

est un mythe »

(45)



ATGLEVSRUTEE LLAWVERENS, 22 TRBI N ABBFRIEBRAOMINE - e
LRERMOEDTHoTze CTTRTVZ—AD THFELIY T ] & (FRA Ty T ] 1
BIRETH D, BREIHBEEL VLS BWICESOTRET 2N, B 3BhTVS LIV,
TLAMNTVENLTE, HRMICTIA Yy 7 FHENRD SN, BIILTW5, H4HT
ETREETDL T Wb >12THA 5 N b EHBEOBE) A th B TT 5 < & CHEBE
ORHBEUNMEENSH, ZhaHEHOMRE WS B TEREARBICLEEDTHS,

5. &k
- BABE 20114) T=—ALW5{HiL T 7V HRBR—BRAOHKR, BRHSOMHHT—] in
HERER TBROMRMNFAS L HBR—7 5 > AOBURKL U E% Fulic—) PP.81-93
— (2016) HEEBNXATICHT 28DEA A—V EBR———2AZHHNc—] in DEIRHE -
AR E) 3529 - 305
— (2017) T=—AICHT 5RO RELRRHE & 725 in DB - 55 AR 2 B
H315
* GASTAUT, Y.,(2004) « Les bidonvilles, lieux d’exclusion et de marginalité en France durant les
trente glorieuses », in Cahiers de la Méditerranée, Vol. 69
* RUGGIERO, dir.,(2006), Nouvelle histoire de Nice, édition Privat, Toulouse
* SHAW, C., and McKAY, H., (1969), Juvenile delinquency and urban areas - a study of rates of'
delinquency in relation to differential characteristics of local communities in American cities / by
Clifford R. Shaw and Henry D. McKay. With a new introd. by James F. Short, Jr, and new chapters
updating delinquency data for Chicago and suburbs by Henry D. McKay, University of Chicago
Press, Chicago
+ SHOR, R., et al. (2010), Nice cosmopolite 1860-2010, édition autrement, Paris
+ Simon, G.,(1979) Lespace des travailleurs tunisiens en France : structure et fonctionnement d'un
champ migratoire international, Poitiers
- YOUSFI, N.,(2009) «Les Tunisiens dans le bidonville de «la digue des Francgais» a Nice» in

Recherches Régionales, no 194, Conseil Général Alpes-Maritimes

NCE 3 U

« ADAM, 207 W122, « Inventaire des bidonvilles du département des Alpes-Maritimes »

- ADAM, 207 W125, fiche signalétique de la digue des Frangais, 1" mai 1971

* ADAM, 207 W 133, « Description du bidonville de la Digue des Frangais a Nice », Note de I'équipe
d'intervention sur le bidonville de la Digue des Frangais. Juin 1974.

+ ADAM,207 W 133, Gendarmerie nationale, Compagnie de Nice, Rapport du chef d’escadron,
commandant de la compagnie au Lieutenant-Colonel, commandant du groupement de
Gendarmerie des Alpes-Maritimes, Nice, le 3 mars 1969.

* ADAM, 207 W 133, lettre du commissaire principal, chef adjoint de la stireté urbaine au

(44)
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hand to me as I got in the taxi.

The shame of history and aggression during the war aside, the Russian people I met were all
nice and kind. I'm glad that I grew out of hate toward the former virtual enemy. I just feel sorry
that I visited their land without knowing their language but grateful for their kindness.

In a video clip titled Watashitachi-wa Karafuto-o Shiranai, (We Do Not Know Anything about
Karafuto), which was posted on the Internet, appeared a 91-year-old former Japanese resident
Sasaki Toshio, who returned to the island for the first time in 70 years. He was shocked to see how
much his homeland had changed. He even expressed anger when he found the school he attended
was gone and now stood a military officer hall that was off limits to foreigners. Yet at the end of

the video he stated what I think would be the perfect line to conclude my journey log.

I found nothing on this island I had been expecting to see. How thoroughly the Russians have
changed my home. But the only solace to my sorrow is that these Russians call it their home

and love it.

References
Readers may find these books and video clips informative and entertaining.
« Fr—FK7(2009) M9\ V&) FedhiR e iimst
« HHERODH: & AR THIBRODME 5 A32 RV T & VA FRGEE Y N) 2 2017-2018)
« ApHE—HB) (1965) MO0/ Z2H<->TY #H—HBEE 14 325 1 (pp. 460-495) =#H
« EIREE (2016) [ERMSEORK | 2
« mrrocketnews (2012) M) > (#EK) 15 THERBIHER 117> THiz]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xagb_aS8§9MM
- PAEF RS (2006) THE7L— bHAND YOk ($T7 L— b Py —Z—HAANDRKIE | /g
« ERfEE (2011) TR A&k CE
- MPILEFEAY (2016) ML B [HEK] ZHI5 A0
https://www.youtube com/watch?v=2W2qr6zWDuA
- T4 FRT 1T HEKY
https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%A8%BA%ES%A4%AA

(13)



figures who contributed to exploration of the island in the early 19th century before the map was
drawn. Another interesting display was a stone border marker that used to stand on latitude
50 degrees north that separated North Karafuto, Soviet territory and South Karafuto Japanese
territory. One side of the stone was engraved with Russian words and on the other side was
Japanese.

Besides these two displays, there was a lot of stuff that looked interesting: stuffed specimens
of Sakhalin bears or foxes, a model of an old hut inhabited by indigenous people on the island.
This was another moment when I regretted that I did not know their language because all the
information written in Russian was beyond my head.

There was another building left from the days of Japan; it was an old building of the Former
Takushoku Bank’s Toyohara Branch. It was a solid, gray stone building. There was no sign of
dilapidation, even after the devastating war and the 72 years of Russian ruling. I just walked
around the building to look for a trace of Japanese ownership, but there was nothing—no kanji
characters or no chrysanthemum marks. It looked like Russian successors did everything to erase
any signs of Japanese influence and carefully restored the surface of the building so that it would
look like the building was Russian from the beginning. I did not feel like getting inside just to see
entirely Russian displays.

Another remain is Former Karafuto Shrine where an annual summer festival was held by
Japanese residents. Stone steps leading to the shrine remained on the east edge of downtown.
They were well preserved with lines of trees neatly planted on both sides. Stepping up the stairs
to the shine, however, I found a bunch of stone statues standing at the top. They were all figures
of Russian soldiers whose names I did not know. Again the site was completely turned Russian.
I heard the wooden sanctuary was deep in the forest I would have to plow through. Even local
people probably would not know where it was and there was no way I could reach it on my own.
Somebody told me it was left to decay in the middle of the forest for the last 72 years.

Pleasant Memories

It was really mindboggling to see how much Sakhalin had changed over the last 72 years.
Former Japanese residents would probably be shocked to see all the traces of Japanese signs
gone. The old post office where the nine women sacrificed their lives to fulfill their duty was now
an apartment building for Russian residents who probably had no idea what had happened. An
old shopping arcade busy with Japanese mothers every afternoon was turned into a Russian
market. The school they attended was replaced with a parking lot.

Still, I did have pleasant days in Sakhalin over the week. The memories that keep coming
back to me are the smiling face of the train conductor who let me get away with drinking beer in
the compartment, the nice pleasant jog I had every morning in Gagarin Park, the little boy who
came to inspect my ticket on the Children Railway, the cheerful cabdriver I had a ride with to the

hot spring and the cozy dip into the water, and the women at the little grocery store who waved a

(12)



The worst tragedy of all was what happened in Maoka (now called Kholmsk) on August 20.
The Soviet Army set fire on the whole town while defenseless Japanese civilians packed what
they could grab to flee. There was a post office responsible for all telecommunication. Despite the
imminent threat, nine young women working there refused to flee. They were just determined
to fulfill their responsibility of connecting emergency telephone lines. While the fire was raging
outside the building, they stayed put in front of the switchboard until the last moment. As the
windows shattered with gunfire and the ceiling collapsed, they all swallowed poison and left their
final words before death “This is it. Sayonara. Sayonara”

Coincidentally, I was in Sakhalin on the same date 72 years later and decided to head for this
historical town on that special day. It was a small town on the other side of the island. The bus
went over the mountain ridge and ran downhill on a crooked road through forests. After many
turns, a small town appeared at the foot of the mountains.

As I stepped out, there was a pretty flowerbed in the square near the bus terminal. Beyond
the square was Mamiya Channel and Mainland Russia. I had a pleasant walk along the shore
with a nice breeze cooling my face.

Studying the map, I spotted the very site where Old Maoka Post Office used to stand. The
office had been torn down, and there was an apartment complex instead. The first floor was used
as a new post office, which was closed because it was Sunday. There was no trace of the tragedy.
Of course, there was no ceremony to commemorate the nine young martyrs. The residents of the
apartments or the post office workers probably didn’t know anything about what had happened 72
vears before.

While I felt sorry for the nine martyrs, I had no right to disturb their quiet life in the quiet
town. Besides, I did not know any Russian except /zviniche. | was just a powerless observer. All 1
could do was to take a couple of snapshots and post them on my Facebook. I caught the next bus

to go back.

After 72 Years

The trip to Maoka made it clear how much things have changed since Japan left the island
72 years before. Indeed there remained few traces of Japan’s ruling. It seemed that the Russians
have done everything to make sure the whole island turned into theirs.

There were only two buildings that are remaining from the days when Japan occupied
the area. One was the old building of the former Karafuto Museum, which was now used as
the Museum of Local Lore. It was a majestic stone building ornamented with a brick roof and
reminded me of some western style buildings constructed in Meiji Era which we often see in
places like Yokohama or Kobe. There were two marks of chrysanthemum flowers on both sides of
the main entrance, which was all that was left from Japanese ownership.

Inside the building were some displays of Mamiya Rinzo or Mogami Tokunai, two Japanese

(11)



In fact, I was one of such tourists. The problem was that I had no guide and was on my own.
It took me more than one-hour roaming around the bus terminal before I could find the right
bus. The truth was I was having trouble saying the mouthful Russian name for Sakaehama,
Starodubskoe and could hardly make myself understood.

Starodubskoe was a small village. Unable to tell the minibus driver that I wanted to go to
Lake Swan, I was dropped off in the middle of nowhere. There was no one nearby. There was just
a little grocery store by the road. This was the moment to test myself. How well could I manage
the situation where there was no one I could rely on? How close could I get to Kindaichi?

The first challenge was to find someone to speak to. So I mustered up my courage and stepped
into the grocery store. Not knowing what to say, I just bought some ice cream, thinking the grocer
would be kind to a paying customer. Then I opened a book, looked up how to say lake and said it
in broken Russian. The woman behind the counter locked puzzled, so I repeated the same word.
She looked even more puzzled and pulled out from her bag a smartphone and said what sounded
like “Yapan?” Assuming she asked if I was Japanese, I nodded. Then she brought the smartphone
to my face and said something. On the screen, there were a Japanese flag and a Russian flag. So
I figured she wanted me to say in Japanese what I wanted to say so that the smartphone could
translate it into Russian.

Google was superb. It instantly translated what I said. The woman looked surprised to know
what distance I wanted to go. She showed me a map and told me where we were and where I was
going. Then she called a cab for me. She kindly wrote down how to say in Russian “I am going to
the Lake Swan" and told me to hand it to the cab driver.

After about twenty minutes I stood by the lakeside and had a picture taken by the cab driver.
The lake was nothing spectacular. It was just mush in a meadow and did not give me any literary
inspiration I was expecting. Still, I was satisfied that | managed communication, if not as smart

as Kindaichi. I just wish I had succeeded in communicating without the help of Google.

War Legacy

The Japanese living in Sakhalin at the time of the Second World War went through tragic
history when Japan surrendered and stopped fighting on August 15, 1945. The Soviet Union
seized this opportunity and invaded South Sakhalin. They argued that Japan did not officially
sign the document of surrender until September 2nd, therefore it was still wartime. But the truth
was the Soviet and Japan had signed the Soviet—Japanese Neutrality Pact in 1941, where both
counties pledged to refrain from act of aggression and respect the territorial integrity of each
other. But Joseph Stalin, the mad dictator, unilaterally broke the agreement. During my stay in
Sakhalin, I was disturbed to see a monument in town that commemorated the Second World War.
There was a statue of a “victorious” Russian soldier holding a flag. Local people probably were
oblivious to the fact that the Soviets broke the agreement one-sidedly and took the Japanese land
by force.
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every time he asked for a word. This was when his ingenuity came into play. On a sheet of paper,
he drew a messy and incomprehensible bunch of lines and showed it to the little kids. They all
looked puzzled and said in chorus, “hemata?’ It turned out that this “hemata” was how they said
“what” in Ainu. From then on, Kindaichi just pointed at an object he wanted to know how to say
and said “hemata?” and then the kids taught him a new word. By so doing he learned 70 words
before it got dark and excitedly returned to the village and showed his new vocabulary to the
unfriendly villagers. It was then that they finally smiled. They all started teaching many more
words. This was how he was accepted into the community and opened the door to the new world.
Another figure worth mentioning is Miyazawa Kenji, a poet, writer or philosopher from
Taisho Era. His literary works often appear in elementary school textbooks and have been read
by generations of people. They are all full of compassion and gentleness, but the most famous
work of all is Milky Railway, a story where a bullied boy, Jovanni finds himself on a mysterious
train flying in space. Talking with fellow passengers, he seriously gives thought to the purpose of
life and comes to conclude that he will live for happiness of others. It is the very life principle of

Miyazawa’s expressed in a line in his famous poem in Unbeaten by Rain, Unbeaten by Wind.

Consider yourself last, always put others first.
(Translated by Catherine Iwata et.al)

In fact, Miyazawa was unknown in his days. He only became famous after his death, and
his life remains very enigmatic. But it is believed that he got inspiration for this masterpiece on
his trip to Sakhalin back in 1923. He went over to the island to mourn the death of his younger
sister, who had passed away a year before. Leaving Hanamaki, Iwate, he reached Wakkanai after
spending five days on the train. Then he crossed the sea and took the train from Otomari heading
north. The train ride on the wild Sakhalin at night was probably just like flying across the
universe on the train. All visible from the window must have been the starry sky with the sound
of train track under the car.

Miyazawa got off at Sakaehama, the very end of the railway at that time and probably
strolled around on the beach, gazing at the Northern Pacific and savoring the image of his beloved
sister. He might have gone further and sat by Lake Swan, watching the timeless nature, deep in
thought. Many experts say that this was how Miyazawa came up with the fantasia where souls of
the dead appear out of nowhere and come aboard the train to reach heaven. I got a similar eerie
but peaceful feeling when I was on the train to Nogliki.

Now many tourists from Japan like to travel on the same route as Miyazawa so that they
can expect to have a similar experience, gazing at a starry sky from the train window. What
disappoints them is that the railway has been cut off at Dolinsk, about 10km off Sakaehama. Yet
eager tourists try to trace the old train track and stand on the spot where the old Sakaehama
Station was located. They stroll on the same beach and look at the same lake to put themselves in

the same mindset as Miyazawa's.
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“g” and x “h.” Next, as I was checking the train schedule on the internet, I came across a site that
listed all station names both in Russian and katakana. This site turned out to be of great help in
learning how to read. Below is part of the site.

Korsakov-Kopca ‘kog,

Dolinsk-JTonunck

Pogibi-Tlornbn

Mgahi-Mraun

Chekhov-Yexos

As | was on the train, I practiced reading the station signs every time the train pulled over.
As I walked to town, I tried to decode the street sign every time I came to an intersection.

The great thing about going through this practice was that I could sympathize with my poor
students struggling to read English. Some letters such as s and x looked similar, which was
confusing, and took a few seconds to decode a single word. But this is exactly how students would
feel. They often substitute "b" for "d" and "d" for "b," but this does not mean they are bumd—no
sorry dumb. Now I can respect them for going through the same learning process I experienced
in Russian. I distinctly remember how glad I was at the bus terminal when I was able to find the
right bus going to Kholmsk by reading the sign Xoumsex on the front window. I almost jumped for
joy when I successfully decoded a building sign remmacr as gymnast. I was happy to see a hotel
receptionist or a banker smile when I read aloud their names written on their name tags. I guess

this is a sort of pleasure I am supposed to lead students to feel.

Japanese Historical Figures

Since Sakhalin is former Japanese territory, there are some Japanese historical figures
related to the place, among whom are Kindaichi Kyosuke and Miyazawa Kenji. In fact, I tried to
emulate these two figures in my trip.

Kindaichi was a linguist in the early 20th century who is famous for his research in the Ainu
Language, which was spoken by indigenous people living in Hokkaido or further north. He left a
notable anecdote when he was in Sakhalin.

In 1907, when he was in his 20's he took a trip to Southern Sakhalin then Japanese territory,
and visited a small village called Ochopokka to do some linguistic fieldwork. However, it was such
a closed society that the villagers were unfriendly and tried to avoid the outsider. The only people
who showed interest in the young researcher were little kids, who gathered around him with
curious looks. So Kindaichi had no choice but to rely upon these little teachers for linguistic data.
Speaking little Karafuto Ainu, he used a sketchbook and a pen for communication. When he drew
a picture of an eye, the kids taught them how to say “eye” in their language. He drew a picture of
a nose and learned how to say it in Ainu.

But what he really needed was how to say “what” so that he wouldn’t have to draw a picture
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natural hot water would be the best place to sit still. I showed the picture to the hotel receptionist.
Without any verbal communication, she seemed to understand what I wanted and arranged me a
cab.

The cab driver was a big and cheerful middle-aged woman who would not stop talking even
though she knew I didn’t understand a thing she said. The ride was so smooth with no traffic
lights. It was one of the best drives in my life on a winding road through the forests and over hills
with rivers and swamps. Her incessant chatter in Russian sounded like cozy background music.

At the hot spring site stood a few small wooden huts. Each contained a small bathtub where
hot water kept coming in from somewhere. The driver found an open hut, ushered me in, and said
something in Russian. When I shrugged my shoulders to indicate I didn’t understand, she laughed
and tapped me on the back and walked off toward the car. I guessed what she said was nothing of
importance and believed she would be waiting for me in the car.

I decided to sit in the hot bathtub and enjoy it to my heart’s content. After all, it was not wise
to go back to town soon after paying about 3,000 yen for the taxi ride. I felt the water becoming
a little too hot to stay in forever, so I came out from time to time to cool down and went back into
the water again and again. It was so quiet that I felt like I was only one in the world listening to
the sound of water flowing in.

I stayed in the hut until I felt dehydrated. As I opened the door to come out, there were a
. bunch of angry local people hissing something in Russian. Judging by the way they were pointing
at their wristwatches, I figured I had been staying in the hut much longer than I was allowed and

kept them waiting in frustration. It was the second time I had to say lzviniche.

Learning to Read Russian

Surprisingly Sakhalin was devoid of English information, which made the place very different
from many places I had visited. The Japanese may be notorious for being poor English speakers,
but streets or train stations in Japan are usually kind enough to post English signs. While I
would have a hard time communicating with local people in China or Thailand, bilingual signs are
everywhere, so at least I could tell where I am on the map. The French may be known for their
aversion to English but at least they use the same alphabet, so I usually don’t have any trouble
reading street signs. Yet, signs in Sakhalin are almost invariably monolingual. There are as few
English speakers in Sakhalin as there are in Tokyo.

For this reason, I had to learn to read the Russian alphabet so that I could find the right bus,
the right street, and the right building. Not having done any homework before this trip I started
my study after I arrived. First I looked at my train ticket. The place I was going to was Nogliki,
and it was spelled Hormars on the ticket. So I figured the Russian letter H makes the “N” sound,
r makes “G” sound, and U does “I." Then I saw another word typed on the ticket that read /Oxro-
Caxamuacr and guessed it stood for “Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk,” where the train leaves. So I could

figure out the letter IO makes what sounds like “Y” in English and & sounds like “z,” ¢ does like
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the colonial times of the early 20th ecentury. The major line runs from Korsakov in the south and
Nogliki in the north. The whole distance makes over 600km. There even used to be a light train
service running all the way to Okha the northernmost town of the island.

Being a railway lover, I took advantage of this opportunity to travel by train all the way to
Nogliki. As I had been warned by the agent that there would be no food available on the car, 1
spent some time browsing through the market near the station for food to bring into the train. It
was such fun shopping in the market as the sun was about to set. Assuming Sakhalin’s seafood
should be as good as that in Hokkaido, I bought a can of crab meat and ikura, or salmon roe. It
was then that I learned the Japanese word ikura came from Russian. The next thing I needed
to get was Sakhalin beer, the brand I had at Cape Soya five years before, but there was no such
thing at the supermarket. Many of beer cans looked like German brands, but I wanted something
Russian. | managed to communicate with a store clerk, and he recommended a brand of beer
called Baltika. I waited to buy it until the last minute before the departure so that I could open a
cold beer as the train pulled out.

There were four people in the same compartment, none of whom spoke English. To establish
a relationship, I offered a bite of crab meat to my fellow passengers, but they all declined with a
polite smile. Soon buildings outside the window were replaced by a thick forest of pine trees under
the pale pink sky as the train moved on. Then they soon disappeared as the sun set and all we
could see was darkness. The compartment fell silent.

I didn’t know why my fellow passengers were giggling to watch me drink beer until the
train conductor opened the door and said something in Russian, pointing at my beer can, which I
guessed meant that I was not supposed to drink in the compartment. I looked up in my dictionary
how to say I'm sorry and said it in katakana Russian /zviniche. Then the conductor smiled and
closed the door without making any further issue.

The ride was not very comfortable, but I had clean linen to sleep on. The beer made me tipsy
and soon I dozed off in the quiet compartment.

After 14 hours the train arrived at Nogliki at 8:30am the next day. The station was located
in a quiet part of town and there were just a few small shops. There were many people crowded
around to get on different sizes of buses. Before I figured out what to do, all buses departed, and
I was left behind with a handful of people. When I showed them my itinerary, one of them kindly
called me a cab.

There was nothing to see in the town of Nogliki. There was not much business even in
downtown. Most tourists decided to spend half a day and catch the same train back to Yuzhno-
Sakhalinsk in the evening. I had nothing particular to do. Besides, there was nobody to talk to
because there was hardly anyone speaking English in town.

I usually don’t mind doing nothing. I believe the most leisurely way to spend time on a trip is
to sit still in a park or on the beach for hours. That’s why I decided to stay overnight in the town
with no touristic attractions.

As I studied my guidebook, I found there was a hot spring outside the town and thought the
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Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk

The state capital Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, also known as Toyohara in Japanese, has a population
of 200,000. Despite the short distance from Wakkanai, the town looks entirely European with
majestic stone buildings and wide streets. People walking down the streets are mostly Caucasian,
who probably have ancestry in mainland Russia. A small percentage, I'd say around 20% of the
people, seem to be of Asian descent. Such people may have some linkage to Japanese, Chinese,
Korean, or even Ainu, but who knows. Anyway, there is little influence of the Japanese colonial
age visible in town—of course, people drive cars on the right side.

The moment I stepped in this town, I liked it. It was one of the prettiest places I had ever
visited. It was far different from the bleak images of a poverty-stricken communist town I had
from the 90’s. Beautiful flowers were planted along streets and cleaning people were working
everywhere in town. Designated as a special economic zone, the city thrived on governmental
investment. One day, I saw many streets downtown blocked by the police and heard they had the
prime minister’s visit to the island.

What made the city more attractive was the number of parks. My favorite of all is Gagarin
Park, named after the first Russian cosmonaut who went out to space. It was located right in
the middle of the city. It was the perfect place to enjoy the cool summer days, and I went jogging
every morning. There was a large lake in the middle, where local families were rowing swan boats
under the clear sky. Going around the lake was a pretty little train that ran about a two-kilometer
loop. This train was called the “Children’s Train,” and in fact was operated by school children who
reported to work after school. There was a girl who was selling tickets at the counter, and there
was a boy who inspected tickets on the train. Although the one in the driver seat was an adult, it
seemed like an educational program where little kids could gain some work experience.

Another attraction was a little mountain rising about 400m above the eastern edge of the city.
I rode on a gondola lift to the top, where I had a spectacular view of the whole town with streets
lined up geometrically and beautiful steeples rising here and there surrounded by mountains in
every direction. I heard this was Japanese skiers’ favorite destination aiming for powder snow of
good quality.

There is a small international airport and direct flights are available from Tokyo or Sapporo.
Japanese tourists like me are not uncommon. Quite a few visit the island on business as well. I
met a man who said he owned a company engaged in fish trading with Russia. Another man said
he was a frequent visitor to Sakhalin although he did not disclose the nature of his business. The

number of visitors seems to be rising year after year.

Train Ride to Nogliki

The island is largely covered with a vast railway that is fairly well developed considering

its small population. This railway system is largely owed to the Japanese contribution during
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degrees Celsius at the lowest. The forests, mostly consisting of perennial trees such as pines, host
various wild animals with wolves and bears at the top of the food chain.

The island is located 40 km off Cape Soya and it takes a five-and-a-half-hour ferry ride
from Wakkanai to Korsakov, a southern port town. The ferry runs twice a week and people are
actively exchanging between the two places, evidenced by a large number of trilingual street signs
in Wakkanai written in Japanese, English and Russian. It is even closer to the continent. The
narrowest part of the channel is just 7km and it is possible to walk across the frozen sea from the
continent to the island in winter. Due to this unique location, it was believed for a long time that
Sakhalin was a peninsula stretching out of the eastern part of the continent.

Historically, Sakhalin was not fully explored until the 19th century. In fact, it was the last
place on earth whose map was drawn. Originally it was inhabited by indigenous peoples like Ainu,
Nivkhi and Orok. They spoke different languages and they probably did not know the shape of the
island. The Edo Government in Japan was interested in Karafuto and sent explorers like Mogami
Tokunai but the northern part of Karafuto remained inaccessible with the severe climate and
ethnic conflicts with aggressive Chinese traders dominating the region. It stayed so mysterious
that Japanese officials back then were not even sure what they called Karafuto was the same as
what Russians called Sakhalin.

Quite a few Western sailors tried to explore the land. However, as they moved up the sea
in the west, they got stuck in a shallow seabed. Seeing the channel narrowing ahead, they
prematurely concluded that Sakhalin was land attached to the continent in the west. It was not
until 1809 that Mamiya Rinzo traveled north on land and reached the northern tip to confirm that
Karafuto was an island and that it was the same as Sakhalin. In honor of his achievement, the
channel separating the island from the continent is now called Mamiya Strait.

As the power of China declined after the Opium War in the mid-19th century, Russia tried
to get Sakhalin under control by sending some colonists and prisoners and had them cultivate
the land. The island was somewhat volatile with Japanese and Russian colonists living side by
side without any clear border line between them. The territorial issues were settled when the
two countries signed the Treaty of Saint Petersburg, in which they decided that Sakhalin belong
to Russia while Japan claimed what is known as the Northern Territory today. It was then that
Anton Chekhov, the Russian writer visited the island and documented his observation on poverty
and hardship in the penal colony in the Far East.

In the early 20th century, Japan obtained the southern part of Sakhalin as a result of their
victory in the Rosso Japan War. A number of Japanese citizens moved to the new colony and built
up industries in South Karafuto. This was when the pictures in Karafuto I saw in Wakkanai were
taken. The Japanese Colonial Age continued until 1945 when they were forced to abandon the
land after they surrendered in the Second World War.
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explain restrictions imposed on us Japanese tourists visiting Russia. We are not allowed to travel
freely, but we have to have our itineraries approved by the embassy. So we have to specify when
and how we enter the county and state which hotel to spend each night. We have to travel under
the supervision of the "Big Brother" after all.

Swamped with work before the departure, I resorted to the easiest way to get all the
paperwork done. I just applied for an established package plan organized by a travel agent in
Tokyo. This idea would make the whole journey completely different from trips I usually take.
I wouldn't have to make decisions as to where to go and find a hotel day by day. I could expect
a driver waiting for me at the ferry terminal, holding a sign “Mr. Harada.” This plan let off the
initial psychological burden I usually experience when I arrive in a new country. I didn’t have
to find out how to get downtown from the airport while avoiding fishy cab drivers pestering me.
Everything would be taken care of by the agent, and this was the reason I did not bother to study

any Russian before this trip. However, this later turned out to be my biggest mistake.

First Day

My preconception about Russians completely changed on the first day. They were not
bureaucratic communists anymore. In fact, they went all out to make customers happy. The
first surprise happened on the ferry when I stood up to go to the bathroom. The Russian captain
beckoned on me with a big smile on his face and showed me a door. Thanking him, I opened the
door which I believed would lead to the bathroom. Surprisingly, however, what came into my
view were big full windows facing the open sea and a steering wheel. The captain beamed again
and offered me the seat in the middle. He even had a young crew member take my picture. How
much hospitality were these people ready to offer? Before the trip, I had heard many horror
stories about crew members of Russian Aeroflot bumping passengers with their big asses as they
push the cart and serving food with robot-like faces. On the contrary, these crew members just as
entertaining as those in Disneyland.

As the boat came closer to the destination, a view of a town gradually became visible with
pretty housing lined on the hill. It was a town of Korsakov, which used to be called Otomari
during the Japanese colonial times. Now it brought home that Sakhalin was inhabited by

ordinary people, not by aliens that came out of the wrecked UFO.

Some Facts about Sakhalin

Now, let me briefly summarize my quick homework about the land I was about to set foot
in. Sakhalin was a long thin island off the east coast of Russia. It was so thin that it is hard
to be aware that it is almost as large as Hokkaido but its population is just one-tenth with
about 500,000 people. The island is over 945km south to north and 163km from east to west.

Geographically, the land mostly belongs to subarctic region and temperature can drop below -40
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fighter, resulting in the deaths of hundreds of civilian passengers including Japanese nationals.
While it was not clear why the aircraft diverted from its usual route and strayed into Russian
airspace, I certainly remember grownups, TV commenters and my junior high school teachers
severely criticizing the communist regime. We were also exasperated about the Soviets unlawfully
occupying northern Japanese territories off the coast of Nemuro consisting of Kunashiri, Etorofu,
Habomai, and Shikotan. We had every reason to believe that the Soviet Union was a threat and
called them a virtual enemy.

We also knew that the Soviet Union was such an undemocratic country that it was sending
anyone to exile who opposed the government such as Andrei Sakharov. Then I. as a teenager, got
extremely disturbed with not only the Soviet Government but also by the general public. There
was a special TV program produced by American media as I recall, where dozens of American
citizens and Soviet citizens at two distant venues debated via satellite. What they said was voice-
covered in Japanese and broadcast by NHK. In this debate, everything the Soviet people said was
indeed mindboggling. Every citizen expressed unshaken faith in their government. One of them
even called Sakharov a traitor. When accused of shooting the commercial flight, they said it was
justifiable self-defense against espionage conducted by America and South Korea, showing no
remorse over the death of the innocent people. It seemed to me like a case of brainwashed people.
I was scared to see people having blind faith in "Big Brother."

Things changed drastically after Mikhail Gorbachev, the chairperson of the communist party,
conducted a series of political reforms in the late 1980's. The Soviet people learned to express
their dissatisfaction over their poverty, seeking a new political structure. Their anger mounted
until they chose Boris Yeltsin as their new leader and finally dissolved the Soviet Union in 1991.
One TV commentator aptly stated that Gorbachev was washed away in an avalanche caused by
his own doing. During this process of democratization, Japanese opinion polls showed a significant
shift in people’s sentiment. The majority of the Japanese stated that they had friendly feelings
toward the Soviet and Russia.

It was then when I first visited Russia for the first time in 1992. It was just for an overnight
transit in Moscow, but I got an opportunity to go on a town excursion on a guided bus tour and
saw the first MacDonald’s restaurant in Russia that recently had opened, epitomizing the end of
the Cold War.

Now the communist regime is no longer a threat, and Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe and Russian President Vladimir Putin have established an amicable relationship. Former
residents of the Northern Territory are now allowed to visit their old homes without visas. While
there remains a certain degree of political distrust, Japanese citizens have much less reason to
hate Russia. It is now outdated to regard it as a virtual enemy.

Still, I knew very little about Sakhalin. In my mind, it was still nothing more than the long
thin island on the map and land with “the wrecked U.F.O" I saw five years before. Departing for
the unknown world, I felt like Alice in Wonderland peeking into the rabbit hole.

Now before I start recounting my journey for the next seven days on the island, I have to
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Sakhalin Karafuto: Close but Distant, Distant but Close

Jun Harada

Was it just a mirage?

It was an unusually clear day when I stood at Cape Soya, the northernmost tip of Hokkaido,
Right in front of me lay Soya Strait. And then vaguely stretching on the horizon was a flat and
green island, which looked like a mirage but was indeed a real image. There was not supposed to
be any land of that size but Sakhalin, or Karafuto as we call it in Japanese. All I knew about this
island was the long and thin shape I saw on the map. I did not know anything about any towns or
mountains there.

Using coin-operated binoculars, I was able to see a man-made structure on the shore—a sign
of civilization. It was five or six white hemisphere shapes facing Hokkaido, which gave me a
creepy feeling that I was looking at a wrecked U.F.O. that landed on an uninhabited island. I was
thrilled. “Aliens have begun their invasion on our planet!” This excitement reminded me of an
old TV series I saw when I was a kid, where the Earth Defense Army bravely fought aliens from
space. Later | learned that it was a radar system but what was its purpose? Was it watching out
against us Japanese?

My curiosity was piqued even further where I saw displays of Sakhalin at the Minato Gallery
in downtown Wakkanai. It showcased old pictures of Sakhalin from the early 20th century. It was
part of Japanese territory between 1905 after the Russo-Japanese War, and 1945, when Japan
surrendered in the Second World War. On those black and white pictures, were the glorious days
of the island, where people were flocking towards a busy shopping street or a train station with
Japanese signs. In those days, industries such as papermaking or coalmining thrived under
Japanese leadership. What became of those scenes? What is there to see on the flat green land of

aliens? I felt the desire growing to travel across the strait and set foot on the island someday.

Virtual Enemy

Once again I was back in Wakkanai with a Russian visa and a ferry ticket to sail across the
sea. Standing at the ferry terminal, I had some strange feelings about visiting this part of Russia.
In fact, I was taught to hate Russians when I grew up. Back in the 1980’s, when I was in my
teens, Russia, then called the Soviet Union, was a so-called “virtual enemy.”

In 1980, Japan along with many of American allies decided to boycott the Moscow Olympics,
protesting against Soviet’s invasion of Afghanistan. Then four years later, the Soviet and its allies
retaliated, boycotting the Los Angeles Olympics. What made us hate the Sovies even more was the

Korean Airline Shooting Incident in 1983, when a Korean airplane was shot down by a Soviet air
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