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BHEEZLVSEDT, £ 1 DG 0DLERICEZAERZ LV LD TH o, FEIZHESE
EFR LU, BB TH-BE. ERENEOEHEZHMEIERHT 2285 LNTE,
FOREHEEOMR, EETHTLHRAEN, Foa—AEMELET3ICE HBNEST
HolztBbhs, LA LZORE, BRTEZAAAMFESNTLEY, EEMMEATZNEE-S
TWAZa—AZREA6NB LIBBEEY, £, —a—ABEOED HlC DV TIdiESIO d—
VTHY, FFEIBBLATLEDW o, WAWKEETITO>C L E L, SEB, Za2a—AKR
REBE LFAETICRMEVOFNEELE, L0508, EHENRRELWVWE RS RN
BRTHH, TORBLBELULETH -1, THIIGABICIEEI Lz, LHL., £EHFHTLE
FTEREZ 2a— ABRPHEZ, ChETOEEOENTIHBBRE O -k S HRENT
FENERFELEZEDOLRZU OGN, BEEEZ LVIEHCK> TEEDEFAA— 3 VR
VWDIEM EN-EEZ SN,

HEICRBIEAOFREREZEIE, G ERHEE 2, BEICH U TR M — R 2ER L.
T4 — RNy I RT>o TS, BRICH L TREEPABICHTZ2AERT FU 74 AZA
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DOV TIIBERBAIC 2 BIHTL . 1 DId Lesson 2 THFHMITLTHAERN—KICEHL, &5
1 Did Lesson 9 DT, AOLRFEOHFL LTV A EAEREL TV S WS FIORNT THbh
TWa, E#HZ Lesson 1 HSIEFICH > TV o 7=DFEM, Lesson 9 TEHEHKICER I NI, 8%
ATE, ERHDZL BRFVIID, W OHhDHTEMmERAT. LHL. ThEEILICEDHSD
ThhiZ. TABBS LTV 3 ATOPES LiZfAH ) ICDOWT, BER\EBOAZER L L TR
Fro, WEOBEICHTEEINBRSNT VS Lesson 8 #RHIBENLEZ T RED L LT
HETHAIL, 1 A1 AR LEREOREREZ X EDIIREDIEZN, Lesson 10 @ Charles M.
Shulz ® The Peanuts ZH{(H LiF2Z b2, ChHDFICE->TRENZDE, 77747+
T VT RITIDICICT BBRHPDTLERDENZ DI TRENVENVSI T L TH B, §TICERD
FoTWaHEMOBRZEHANERLTE, EXXE, £, BEIE, YSANTHMIESE LI
TSHCATRETH %,

1.3.2. ICTRBERAVETITA4T « 55—

BHEEVBROAEY — T« RAOZKEPY 2 7HEICONTE L HIREBIC KB L, 201843
AROBH THATOMEIHADEERIE 181.7%ICEL TS, HTEATY—h T+ URETL Y
PRI NZETE BHENICHMNAZBENZ L, LW, HHEEEENTHALSICEEL S,
WAICEACITHIIREOL S B DLAHALREEAS L, @R BDI-E LTE, WEANTIEE
HELFEOIRETHA S, EH, ChoOaA M EMITTELEEANTHEATACLEDAY v MIK
X0, ICTHREEZEHRTZ A Y MIOBKEZBEHADT 72 AZAFEIC L, BRICIETZ L
PR U= BRET 2 FENEI 2T LOERLEEREIE, L LLRBAZ Y-V EICRE
TEHT L TREMEROBTRE LT T LORENEEZBIFICIUEL, 74— FNw s T
5T LORBOREN I L 2L - BiE - RATEZTLHRITEND, ThbDS53H, O~Ol
AR ERL L. OBIUORBBEDIBICU>EEDTHY, ZLOEBHHNEZS>BLDT, &
BEZOBEL T O 2 DICKMNT 2FHHNREZ . BETOICTBBORWARINLDOEAED
BEas, LT, EENERICT I ICT BE3ERWBEORTE T V749 « S—= v Flcas
N, hOEMBTEHX D ARV DERNS,
1.3.2.1. F2 1 E£HRFEEL (4 BfD KBIF380
EL T3 ##1# New Crown English Series 1 @ Get D& HFLICk S DY, FORTHREL - 2 fil%
BB,

O —REFADRER FHRRIZEL) Z2H- 7B iTofe T=a—ABEZ{ER T % 1EE)
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HAOBEZDESEZFRL, tOEELZFOMBEICHT 2BHZHIS.
ARERR - 1 RlcD>E 34
{EEHEMW | B ORGEICHT2HEEZHAVWTEFOE A 2D

BRIFEORBII 2 =r— a3 VEGE ] OFET,. Crown English Series I @ Lesson 9 D
Exercises ICBWTRA LD TH 5,

FEMIFGEICMT B ELVAIBERZEL DD, Tho AW THFICH L THENZRDOES
EEBCELHNTELLSEHELIZLDTH S, HICHMOMREPERT ST LEIFI TR, T4 —
FELRFICAN, HOHEBOBRRPERCHDLTEALNANE VST EEEA TV, CC
Tld 2 DORMTOFZARRBICL ED DB,

K& Put the phrases in the correct order GEA)Z@EYNENF LR E) ] TH B,

1. #ifz B, T LA EHEARICMEZERICTTo 28 DT,
We (to / almost / used / weekend / to go / every / the movie ).

TOMWEERE | BHAERRTHEIET, §5 & [We used to go to the movie almost every
weekend.| L@z, THUITEMEOIED RE UIEREIC, COBEXICE > TRHRZFHAS YT,
THE, ROKD A ZHHL . © MMEZRICTT< ] & to go to the movie THBHT L@
Mg & A ZEFK] H almost every weekend THBHZ ED 2 {THoTce LML, TOXRETH
used MRHTHABC L &, EFIE LT 6@Y OBEIRKNSH S T L 24EMT 5 L., used to BEID
BT [~LIiebDEofc] LWOERICES D, BHORERELVE Uiz, ¥ R—-FPRBE
THolLBVA, HEAL UTIIHES TWaEL,

2. ZOEMIETER L MEST N ZT TR 550
The question ( answered / quickly / must / very / be ).

T OMWERIOEFEIC@N Tz, ZOMEIX TThe question must very quickly be answered. |
THolo ZOHBPRO ~EFhiEE5%0] Emust TH2Q MEEINS ] BREET,
ZOFIE Tbe + BERDEF) THB7be answered £755T LD 2 {TH o7z, very quickly
OMBICOVTRBAPEL VXS THol. THIRBRETHBD, ZTTHRANLLTR
HLREELTVWREEDNSERERAL, HXOBPEEIEXS L Lk, 2HEHOERER
very quickly & >3 #8437 7° be answered & 5 ZEIREE /7 2 B L TV A DA, 13 very
¥ quickly ZE#IL TWADLFEIUAMETH S & L. HZ13 a small black cat &3 RHED ™
small” % "black’ D & 5 ic, EMENIEEHVONZDOREETEHH. HENZERTRIZV,
Bz, TOEMHDE XX The question must be answered very quickly. EEXTED, Th
SHNEMTHAHN. HODEZ LIEREZEDICHLUT, IOMBERACENSRTEENT
ETWVWBI &M B,
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C%, LML, E2F T AA@ERETNTNINILEZRDTHD, 75747 - S—= v FHKIZ
ICT OBEICEO L TEHANHETH 5, A TREBICHENRKB B OIDT VT4« F—=
T RGNCHLERT B,

1.3.1. BiRzfiole7 25749« S5—=24F
COHEREREBERN D, MCbBREAENEZL S5, LHALOELEBERST LI,
HIREMS CLICBBENDELVSXOEB LA, BRTEMKET 2T 4 « S—o VT GEET
LV T L THD, REDEAZ., —ANEBSHROBETERL, SENVERL. ThERic
£z, BRI BZEMAOBETH -1, ERDTLEYTF—2a v RF5 e MENOEkE LS
b, ICTERERWEANERTHAT LI TIREEH, EEELADICT #ELERNHIC K 5T,
EMTATLNTER LV ETRBNTVSLER, Ef, ICTBB T CRTF—X TERT
BRENH B, FOSORMNZIR MSIBREAL RS, B TOIEBHILERH DOERIITH
B, WRBICK ST, EREREBMART TV —v 3 YORMBAEEMNLEL TLEMTES EWVS
Ay BB,
T TICEBICHT - 1-8%0 1 flRTRT,
EIANE : AAXEBSEICLEND, HEXNEEMER LB TIRRRELZMEICH T,
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H@BHH-> THDTERERTEDTH S 16D I—n vy \ZZ THSTRE LA TR AL,
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DOFERC OV TIELHE LS 9, TOERICE TERZEE20ENBHD, T3 ULRE
BIT T AT ST THELNZBDLIERE AV, XEL OERPHFE MRS DIy
U e ST RRETH S,

FIF4 T G— TN T S—o T OB LAKRLEWIREI—FERIC X -
THEEZN, BEE2IGL L, TORHMEESEIE, ToREAENND - - LT, BEHREE.
PHEHDEFRBREIEZEHFETHZEEZ S,

1.2. 1. /iREfEsleiusys 3—=F

CTHREROBEA T, @ik 1 T 2 #HTHEEBRE X TR OB TH > Tc. RIS RRORME
EHHICERTE, REOBEZHBNEBNICITI LA TEERTHS I, ERBEROBNT
AENTRENBEZERL, /— bR T, REZENIEERRIEMT 2, TORRITDONT
BHFICHREZELEZVWEEZONS D, OMICBS, 12/, TOAKRMOEEEMOSRL L
BT LRHENTH S,

1.2.2. ICTHEB#RERWZSy VY « 5—=7F

CHIEH¥2 1 FOELDITAPEK 1 F0 2 ZATHEALLERICES LEA TS, ICT #ER
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FrEERHOVNSEICRBEELHERT S LT, WBICHH RS KIBICHDTE, BHAS
OFRENEL . TETLRCAREERT SN TES, THlC, T—HATEELTWARD,
BRI LICIE - FTIETATENARET., 7S5va 7Tl ERBHILHNTES, e, T4V
L VBRI IR VUBEETEROBDNA T 2 —HEELH D . IRBEOREEDNLE T,

F9E 1 ETRYY. TaVr VA XBBRNORE L WS HEEE->TW e, LA LREN
ARESAELZERT, BRENICIREREFE ST v IY « S—=vHlck->TWe, 7RIz 748
2¥HEOEHEHICK D, BEHMNEND, APV —UEERHAEICED, BT 7Oy 7 23S0
RUBFIHTES LS Ik b, WBEXRUTITI LI ko1, FOBOER NS DRIG
BEBPKE, "4 Z—BEELV - ERBAEOSBRIENS, BT ED, b iE-ok
LA TH- T,

2. B 1 ETRE- RIS o1, 70V V2% EATE L, ZEORBAL— R
B EhoTz, FNETRBEHIRIZIZIEFLILBOTHLRAS Y FPORBBPHBE ST, T4 P&
JVERIBICE > TEORMNAEIND LS Ickd L, EENLRBBICEZFREE LV EHES
S ZF Tz, Bo L HEAARF-FELL EIC, AR TN E THEVERICE L EFBN TV S RFHZ# -
T/ —FOWREZ LN HREZERE LTS, BHHELOUBEERZT ZEHHNTEE Ao
e H¥IF5EN 5,

COXSCER I ETRIFNKTHZONSEWVWS T Lidhh-1H, To VANVERELZL TR
OFERBAZBRLET LA, BHRICEESIRON, 2LOXFT—2RZ—FICHT LN
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TeB#Z « SEBEORIR, FEEVRRBIICHET S Lic k> T, BN, MEE, H2m
BET). B, . BRRESOIAANENOERZRZ, RPN, WERREY. KR
FY. WELAENETEINED. BEATOIN—T-F4 RAAvray, T4 =+, Fh—
T I—O0FCEWET VT 4T « F—= VT D/HETHB, (P3T)

COXSICEHEBRNOREZERT HHERZTOEDICDVTEZZBICIIHARTHS—F. &
VRV, FT T, AR TRIENNETEZES 5,

1.1, [ICTZHWAREL L 707 4T « S5—=F | LZOHES

MCT ZMWz) Zp. [T7OT45 - 5—=0F ) ZqdhL, PP@EHICIE MNCT ZHVaL
Lixd, TTICBIR, AT Nb2rRERENH D, 10 ERICIZDHEICT T FLTVS
TEERNMZHD S S BRERETE TBIRERAW E LTHEENCER BB X FRIELRN A5, HH.
T OBESATF IZIEM T, FIZIEESE T TIC AIZHVWTED, BETOERIRRENH DORAT,
ZFNHRERICICT ZAVTIEVSD, SH%OBMEEZ S L, AlEHEKT 1 DORERERERT %
TLtHoiRadicsd, BN ICT DRHMCHDENTWAREE L H B, 275, o OHBFERN#5
LD, AIDBEANEEL TWB ERBARWS, BIRCOSETHEENS 5, Q° L#ic
B I7 074 TThRWERAE THED, BFETRT7 7T VOREETHB /v VIR YTH
BEEWEWEEDNS Y, Ry« 5—=225 ) LLTEL, T5&, P, QLFhFhoH
HEOHEAEDLET4ED (PAQ. PAQY PPAQ, PPA Q) DIFEENEETES, T T,
SERE, PZ 1 EBRUBK 1 ETHRMBL TEESEELE - B35, i, 3% 1 FI3REMNT
HEEORMTH S EL (4 HND) BEHHIEOEM %2175 EP (2Hif) T. @K 1 FEdaIa=r—v 3
VHEFEBRITHD., 1% 1 FREEMBYTNISKBE T« VXIVBREBEE, EPOY 5 ATRRA
RICEEES DO SEFHAEZ T Ly b EEHLTWS, & 1 ETIE 2 RS E c8ai’ 7+
VENVERBEFERL TS T,

1.8, Wil G300

TIT4T - G—VIOEFHLEEH-T, Ny« S—Z U7 EMMICBERE TS &
KL%, HNMCHRREERLOBBILF L L TESZEL LTV, FIZIE T7 Vv H O &
Hbhhid M1588 4, AXA U OMEBMERD A ¥V AMwHEICAT, FiBEOBITIHEREIC >z
LEALNNEE-EBRIE 7V 7 LT, L L, BESTRAVEZ—2y b TRETHIE. F02
FEOEHRIIANBICAFTES, DR, TN HREICE D ENERZ W TEORER L, ZR L.
ZMHABT, RRT A LICEHBIBEINB XK SILED, LI L, —EOKEDH#REZR 725 %
TEOEFECMRZERATESEFHDOSLD, NETZBEERTETHASTLRABHICHNTES, T
KRy e S— U FICEEEERRWEE S,

CTICBT 7 V= ZOMEEBEMICER 1 4 THFRBB) Tro5747 - 5—= 0528 B 5
L5, 2FHEE THEROBENNERBCEAEEZX I RS LHNEMNE LTHEETESN, 4
YE—=Fy PTRETNE, HRICESRBCWBHEORE £ THIFICHREEZ LN TES,
EHICHEDNIEARS VHBENFE LT T OREERN, B¥Z0X5 58 R L0t EET
HTENTES, LAL, THULEEEI N6 tHMidoI—o v R Lo BERNTEEPER,
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L L, ESORZEOREHETIE, ThWTATREE IR, FEEO ICT BENOHLIEE
. BAEBOZEHASSE T, BERBERYINIBICE., HZOPTICT BEEZHEHAL TV
DEDNTIRRSHKEL B D EB EFPET Ly bEF>TOVEET. REEDAI— T
VHBETHL FTELUCEZEHNORMBICHT SN LR 1 ER 2 ETERY, FEHROFTEE
DK E TP T NETII RN,

I EROEEREIICK D, ENBENDAFEESEE > T3, BVENER > ALEK
ZREOHT, BENEZERNSKED S EEFEMZERINT ST LEARVICHD 55, £5 L
T, BFEE LToMBEYEEROEAE LTEHRL, APICHRELRETSNAMENESHLDEE
WKEAESICEDNE, ZO12M ICT ZRAWET 25740 « 5—=25 ) ORKETHA S,

LTAT T BBEWET 2574 T-5—20 7 LSRR TICT 2RV EWSESH 7
DT 4T« S—vF ) ZEHLTED, 02 HRIHEICEBGRTHARTTHS, HIXIE, R
MCT ZHWIAZERT V74 - 53—V 5 ThHs ] LafElbL., ZOEHAEKIETHNIEHLZBAT
Hb, LTAT. COHRBONE - BOFHFNOHEBERIAEL K S £ 95 &, KEZMENMIHE
B, LA LUEEFC, IEFIRBICEARLEZREEZ TS NEITH %, DD, MCT ZHWZE ]
BEUO (79547« 5—=vF | TREVERELRATHASN, £, ERICENEEETST
TNEDD,

AT, GRRONESEZSHICEE NG, BEHN T TERRERZRT 5,

1. ICTZRAVWET 2749 « == 7 i3 b

—fRic, HEHRERBT2HEL LT, Ha Ak LN AEED DD, DED, 1
ZLBOVTREZIAThEERBLTVWR LA ESBINEHERYD %, ICT & i3 Information and
Communication Technology DS F T, M D THATIXIT (Information Technology) &PFHINT
WizhS, {8 (communication) OFIAN ML KD, RETIRICT L5 HENS—RNICE-T
W2, 72747+ 53—V T IDOVTRPREEFEEHES (2012) ORTHENLENTWVS, FPE
7&5H5IHT %,

HBICKZ2—ANGRBEXOBRBE L IZRLD, FEEORBNZEBENOSMZRY AN
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T WAV AEFEFROTVA I BIC. LD 2B E-oTLEVE LIz, 5 T3 1,
E 13 EVANA LAHOZERERE, TN SHEAEEN -0, MEOZEXE MBI LA,
BB L, HOIICHERICADET ., H2WVIEH LWERICHESR LN S EEDHIC,
R, EPEHZILHTONEZEBEh 1AM, HE2VIRTFORTE, HIEICENE
ETRT, FLWEZYOEVT, SEEFTHAAREEZZTE TV Wi, BEOKEREN =0
R, FALICODITD 2EBRITHOELETE, WAVWALMMETWEEE L, AE
BFHT, PROXFLIZESREHEFVETH, E503EDBMECLNIZEVI SHIIC
BVET,

ERELEBDIES S, 5P LEESSNE, T5ICVAVAEFEME TV TN
HOBVATTIEL, BERNZHRE, £H0ETEOTINS, x5 OBFEICH
LTIk, FAZFACOATEDVICTETWVWREREELVWEESATTN, BFEED, 3
WRERAOWANAREHEEBEE LAND, RMICBHELLIEATTIIEE, HiHO
B TR LS BET—HELTWAC LIC, 1950 ERH 56, KFRERETHE#E
BUTH-oLRVELT, 89PN T Tths L, BEE WD C LICBT 2.
BEEL WO BEICE ST, BELLHEIN TV, BLAHCHRICEZ>TLE-> TS L
WS T ER, 1950 FERUC, BUCKEFEENBINTOE Lz,

R OBENICHERROHS, WEBTH-TEWVS LA E, HELEThERLEN
s, KEAERB-oLbNT, &FLL L, x50EHREEDTE. H50IEH
REOFERBNT, 5. DbDbIEHE5HTEORBE VI EOMIE>TcOhE, £
—f., ROBETEFINEVTROALSELNENS T E, xR ULERETY,
FRMERLEDIIO>DE LTV W, BLOUEHEOFEL ST, A, KEHEROT
Ty BhoTWEW s, AITWVIATT MR, OBRENMEL VS ON, &-o X -
TVBALREVHENWS T LEEHT, EATELNE L

ZFLTRREBICRED, TH5VWIBEOHNTE, FEEHNEIEREELTLE-o LT, B
BEVOERTBIS LT R, LTHEHEDICE->TVREWVWS TR, ULERLEET
WEEZELT. WeBAIS2ETHHETINEL, CCOFEERLOTINL, £
VI ETIE. R D COERICENTWS, —DOFHGZEEVE T EHEVLSIDIF. P
EDZES5058D0EEVITEE, HHIBTERULRETT,

FEDNDHB L RoTLEVELT, BALHLRADSTATTHEL, REDISWVS
BEICTHBRNEER, CHAVWEREE, BALIKGOBES TEVE LR, LK b#iLE
HLEFET,

(D%, BEZLENLOMKEREBICABESONFEIZEN SORENSD, BT LK)
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29BL, THEFDTFTTSDFL b, ThHERL,

LS T LR ETRE, FhEEHRIDb, 2RIV, ChEWHZETRBATERL, h
3—H, KEOMROFTEL T LR, ThEE, Ledh, 4, A A=Y LI L3AE, &R,
SFFbRAE, TRHBEHT., SBIKR-T. b EHALT, E-HELTTHA. 2.
okl b, EOSHWEIRAEDNED, WS T LIE, Thdh b EHI-EHMET
B39 ZIHBWT, WNICESN?? 7,

FA VRO, EDOSBEWRENHBATT D,

A QAN

TV, DT Th,

HERIET,

HRCE#IRT ? 2,

COROTHEERIEDEILZD LT, ZRATBLEVCE->B2 5, EhbE-ML27?27?
EWVIDER.??PREVERBVET REOHAD? ? 2 E5 KE??22.2hid?? 2,
T, BwiiLz5,

T, SREALICHEENERTT, L TAVATT R EEER, BE R4/ v EnS,
EEILAZDERFAVEBEWICTEESRATTITY,

77?7, DMEEEDREREE, ThH, Urdhb, BE?2?27?2. 2?7 %
ETNTEREZRTFAVED? 2?2, FAVEE. 28R, FAVEN?? 2, BEXHTE
(COEFIEBONDORENEEZ->TED, HFEAREBINHS)
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AT, RIELIEVWEESTE, BHEALEXICES T, EHED56D56HL TEXT.
PHo1ch, T§oLBVHLT, BHEEVT. hEHROT, ThTHZOSKEbEZZFC TH
FgsEnscE, JIBELT, LWVWHTETT,

ES38b0HES3 T8 VE L,

X2, 27?27, @#HERS>THEVFHBNL,
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COHhTHEE, WAD? AMEEER S TV,

FEELTWBDHNS L,

i,

HABEXES ?

fAZPS>TNDHD?

HERERSTVET,

x?

HERIZF S T,

bEldwvikn?

HLRIBEFLLFFHELTOLTE, P20 XRRPZBVLDOMDLATT R,

Ux®H, BN Eh-15, brobkEL LAWL, BLEICERE,

KEk?

LT l2WnT,

ES3TTN? EEERSTLELLEL, RE, RoTELVETH. EW,
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be called a nation or just a renegade province, an independent state or a colony, depending on
one’s political creed. To be politically neutral, I count the number of the United Nations member
countries I have visited. For this reason, places like Taiwan and the Vatican are not included.
Likewise, Hong Kong, Macao, Puerto Rico, Guam, Saipan, England, Scotland, and Wales are not

counted as they are considered part of large nations.
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grass. The instructor gave up and started pulling the rein to make it walk with me on its back. 1
felt like an old criminal with my hands tied behind and the horse pulled by samurai police.

Twists and Turns to Satisfy Curiosity

This recollection is my story of visiting 50 countries. I mainly described my first visit to each
country and the impressions I got after crossing the border. I have many more stories to tell
as I have returned to Hong Kong three times and to Thailand four times. I have also seen the
mainland UK twice. | even went back to the US to live there for three years. Recounting all my
experience would take too much paper space.

My writing is not structured as it is not focused on a single theme. I just recounted each
country by describing the most memorable scene I encountered. Sometimes it was a splendid
underwater view or a despicable toilet. Or it can be a friendly smile of a villager or a mean face of
a scammer.

This style is the way I go traveling. Wherever I go, I pick up my backpack and take a flight
without much preparation or homework. I usually do not set a particular purpose for my trip. I
expect the unexpected. Sometimes this can get me into trouble. I had not known until I got to Port
Moresby that there was a warning issued by the Japanese Foreign Ministry not to go there for its
volatile situation and high crime rate. I was at a loss getting local cash in Burundi because there
were hardly any banks accepting Japanese yen.

Still, I do not like preparing. On the first day of the trip, I stroll into a local guesthouse and
have a talk with other tourists, who would often tell me what great experiences they have had.
After hearing their stories, I decide where to go and set my itinerary. I sometimes stay longer in
a place if there is so much to see and do. I am flexible enough to change my plans after meeting a
backpacker that I seem to get along with and start traveling together. By doing so, my trips have
many twists and turns. The less prepared, the more surprises are likely to lie ahead, which makes
my experience more dramatic.

I cannot give a clear answer to the question of why I like traveling. It may be because I want
to get away from work stress. Or because I want to practice foreign languages. But the main
reason should be that I want to satisfy my curiosity. I love trying new things. I often try eating
anything unusual. I got to eat reindeer in Sweden, armadillo in Vietnam, alligator in the US.,
kangaroo in Australia, and fruit bat in Palau. I do not feel so embarrassed acting stupid overseas.
I tried learning horse riding in Mongolia and windsurfing in the Maldives without much success.
I feel less conscious about how I look when I fall off a horse or fall into the water multiple times. I
also like talking with people and looking into their way of living and thinking. This idea is what I
love about traveling better than visiting tourist spots.

193 countries belong to the United Nations, and the number of those I have set foot in is just

a quarter of it. I hope to stay curious and fit to visit more places.

*There is no set definition of “a country” as it often involves political judgments. A place can
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47. Myanmar

The reason I love Myanmar is its people. I admire them for being so respectful and calm.
They seem to believe it is a sin to express anger. Plus, they are honest, which makes traveling
Myanmar very safe. Some people say it is even more reliable than in Japan. I have never had any
unpleasant experience with the people in Myanmar.

It is true that traveling around the country involves a lot of inconveniences. Most of the
intercity roads are still dirt and bumpy and often get flooded in the rainy season. The trains are
extremely slow and shake hard like Disneyland rides. Urinating in a train toilet often results in
splashing everywhere on the floor. This underdevelopped stage of the country, however, is what
keeps good old Myanmar intact.

48. Sri Lanka

The most memorable thing I had in my week-long stay in Sri Lanka was a train ride through
terraced tea fields in Nuwara Eliya. Another thing was a safari in Yaya, where I had sightings of
wild bears and elephants. Ayurveda, their traditional healing massage was another wonderful

memory.

49. Papua New Guinea

The place I wanted to visit in Papua New Guinea was Rabaul a former battleground during
the Second World War. This area is where Japan built an airbase and lost a lot of lives in a fierce
battle with the Allies. A large portion of this town suffered severe damage after a volcanic eruption
at the end of the last century, and many of war remains were buried under the lava. The local
people made a special effort to recover Yamamoto Banker where Admiral Yamamoto Isoroku spent
his last night before his airplane was shot down. There were also the remains of an old Japanese
ammunitions and rusty cannons looking down over a mirror-like calm sea near the equator.

Local people should have good reason to hate Japan as many were mobilized and fatally
involved in the war. Yet, the people I met were all nice to me. They said they liked Japan and
appreciated Japanese aids. They also said they were proud of a new hospital built under JAICA’s
support. I hope this is true.

50. Mongolia

Japan was under extreme heatwaves with temperature in Tokyo hitting over 35 degrees every
day, when I flew to Mongolia. It was such a relief I felt when I had a cool breeze on my face in the
vast grass field stretching endlessly in every direction.

While staying in a ger, a traditional nomad’s tent, I saw local little kids riding horses like
bicycles. Thinking how cool I would look on a horse like a samurai movie star, I hired a horse and
an instructor. I got on the saddle and hit its belly with my heals just like the instructor did. No
matter how many times I repeated kicking, the horse remained motionless. When I booted it with

my full force, the horse looked back at me with its sleepy eyes and then lowered its head to eat
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beef was just what I wanted. Irish English, which sounded almost incomprehensible felt like

beautiful musie.

45. Palau

Besides excellent diving spots, Palau has war legacy, on Peleliu Island, in particular. During
the Second World War, America wanted to use this small island as a strategic stepping stone to
the Philippines. They correctly measured the scale of Japanese forces hiding there and had ten
times as many soldiers surround the island. They naively thought it would not take more than a
few days to make the Japanese surrender. What they were not aware of was how well-prepared
Japanese forces were. They had built up strong fortifications deep inside caves. The American
boats trying to land were hampered by landmines set onshore. Those who barely landed had
to deal with gunfire coming out of jungles. Some soldiers were left alone for days without any
support from the ship. The American forces, having no idea what to do, set a fire on the whole
island but this only worsened the situation. With no shade, American soldiers hiding in the
jungle suffered from the blazing heat. They had to spend many nights with little water and food,
fearing an attack that could come from any direction at any moment. Of course, the Japanese
side suffered just as much. They were ready to keep fighting until they died. They suffered from
hunger and cholera coming from lousy hygiene. The sick and injured were left to die inside the
cave with little medical support. It took two long months until the Japanese were annihilated
with casualties of over one thousand on the American side. A lot of local people were also fatally
involved.

One this island I saw many remains of war tragedy: tanks fallen apart or broken zero fighters
with Hinomaru covered with red rust. Inside the cave was what Japanese soldiers had left 70
years before. There were aluminum lunch boxes and water holders with many dents. There were
bloody bandages in the thickest part of the cave called the medical center.

The island was getting ready for Heisei Emperor’s visit scheduled a few months later. The
monuments were being made clean, and new pavements were being built. Behind the pillar was
the South Pacific with quiet waves, which made it hard to imagine what fierce battle took place 70
years before.

46. Brunei

Brunei is a small country on the island of Borneo. The sultan was once considered the
wealthiest person in the world with his vast oil incomes. It is strictly Islamic with no alcohol
available, at least in the open market.

Despite a short distance of 160km, the bus ride from Kota Kinabalu took a whole day. The
road went through Bruneian enclaves, and the bus had to go through six passport controls on
the way. 1 got to the capital city a little before the sunset. This place was the cleanest capital in

Southeast Asia. Golden mosques brightly lit up at night were magnificent.

(13)



40. Laos

Laos has a lot in common with Thailand, a country it shares a border with. Both cultures are
based on a long tradition of Buddhism, and their peoples are reserved and respectful. The Laotian
language seems linguistically close to Thai, and they say they can understand each other. But
with less foreign influence, there remain more of its good old days in Laos. Vientiane is probably
the quietest capital in Asia, free from smog or noise pollution common in other major cities. Still,
its night markets offer a rich flavor of Laotian food, sweet sticky rice that goes well with spicy
dishes.

41. Mexico.

I had a life or death experience out of my recklessness. I came to a stream in a Mexican
mountain on a scorching day, ready to swim. On the bank of the opposite side, I found a little
space in shade of trees that looked like a lovely retreat from the heat. I figured I could swim
across easily and dived into the water. However, no matter how long and how hard I swam, I did
not seem to reach the shore. The river felt several times wider than I had initially estimated. I
raised my head above the water to see where I was swimming, only to find myself having been
washed downstream about 100 meters and about to fall into a little waterfall. I could not resist
the strong current and the next thing I knew I was swallowed down into the waterfall. I thought
my body would crash into the rocky bottom. Luckily the base was deep, and I sank in the middle
of the pool like a goldfish thrown into an aquarium. What a relief of air I breathed in when my
head finally came back above the water.

42. Guatemala

Things were wilder on the Guatemalan side of the border. I stayed in a small cottage in the
forest. It was sweltering down there. The only escape from the heat was a cave tour and a night
jungle walk. There was no jaeger and taper sighting I had expected. Instead, I had mosquito bites
everywhere.

43. Belize

I had not known there was such a small country called Belize in the Caribbean. Neither had
I known Madonna’s hit song Jslys Bonita comes from San Pedro, the capital. Their Embassy in
Tokyo was the smallest I had known. It was just one of the rooms in a condominium in Yoyogi
between Tanaka-san’s and Sato-san’s. It was manned by one person who handwrote a visa for me
in a few minutes. This little country offered a heavenly experience on a white sand beach in San

Pedro with paragliding and manta sighting.

44. Ireland
It was after enduring a week of bland and greasy food in the UK that I crossed the sea to

Dublin, Ireland. It was a land of gourmet food. The Irish stew with the rich flavor of simmered
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I suddenly stepped back to avoid it but the cyclist swayed in the same direction at the same time.
The knack is to go at an even pace, never stop, never run so that motorists will go past either
before or after you.

Another horrible scene was a motorcyclist carrying a dozen ducks on both sides of the bike. He
was bringing all the birds upside down by tying their legs to a bar fixed horizontally on the back
saddle. In other words, their heads were moving just a few inches above the road. Surprisingly,
all ducks were being carried alive! It seemed that they were quacking hard in fear, but their
desperate cries could not be heard over the noise of the traffic. The horrors of Vietnam were not

over even after America retreated.

37. South Korea

South Korea is a country where I could walk without being aware of foreignness. Despite
language differences and some political disagreements, the state has a lot in common with Japan:
they live on rice and shochu, they savor sweating in a sauna and a dip in a hot spring, they love
baseball and have professional leagues. The way they root for their favorite teams is also similar
with a music band and cheerleaders. The township in the old capital, Gyeongju is just like that in
Kyoto with many old wooden temples. I could feel at home as far as I did not get into a political
debate over history and territorial issues.

38. North Korea
I spent a minute in North Korea when I crossed the unique part of the border at Panmunjom,
which was open to tourists, monitored by the United Nations. I just said hi to the unsmiling faces

of two United Nations soldiers standing near the edge.

39. Cambodia

Cambodia, where I spent a week, was recovering from scars of the old civil war. The country
was making a tremendous effort clearing landmines around tourist spots while advising tourists
not to step out of streets and roads as they could never know what could be under their feet.
Beggars and amputees on the street stretching their thin arms were not uncommon.

It was hard to imagine that a long time ago there were glorious days in this war-torn country
with a series of noble dynasties thriving under holiness of Hindu and then Buddhism. The power
of people’s worship resulted in the creation of majestic architecture. Angkor Wat, in particular,
represents the apogee of the country and is depicted in the Cambodian national flag. Initially
built nine centuries ago, the whole site of Angkor was covered with unusual ornaments consisting
of delicate reliefs and magnificent statues of deities until the terror of the Khmer Rouge
largely destroyed it in the 20th century. This tyrannous regime even used this heritage as their

stronghold when they were on the verge of surrender in the civil war.
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However, | was disappointed with the murky seawater and the trash-ridden beach. A
European backpacker told me that I should fly two hours to the Maldives if I wanted an excellent

marine experience. So, I left India without discovering the beauty of the country.

33. the Maldives

The European was right. Maldivian sea was entirely different from that in India. This small
country was made up of hundreds of tiny islands, each of which was owned by a private resort.
The seawater was prototypically blue with amazingly clear visibility. I took a boat tour that
went to the best spots entirely offshore. It offered a great diving experience. We were greeted by
thousands of tropical fish and sea turtles gliding above us.

34. China

I was overwhelmed by the aggressive nature of the Chinese. For one thing, they seemed to
have no concept of waiting in line. At the train station, they all pushed forward to get to the ticket
counter. I learned to be tough and push harder to reach out my hand to get a ticket. Some of them
were even violent. Over my week-long stay, I witnessed three physical fights on the streets in the
middle of the crowd.

At the same time, people treated me with warm hospitality despite language barriers. Few
spoke English, and my Chinese I had developed for half a year with NHK turned out to be nothing
but meager. I was welcomed by friendly people everywhere. I met a group of people who were
learning Japanese, and we amused each other with our developing stages of foreign languages.
A boy I met in a market I regularly visited always greeted me with an innocent smile. Thanks to
them, I could be tolerant of the notorious foreigner prices and constantly hearing them say “mei
yo” (We don’t have it).

35. Indonesia

Bali, Indonesia, a rustic island with slow-paced life was where I took a diving license course.
At the local dive shop counter, there was a man who spoke a little English. He said it would take
four days to get a license, to which I replied I could only spend three days. Then he said I could do
it in three days if I paid for the same amount as a four-day course. I grew suspicious, but I agreed.
On the final day, I got what looked like a license signed by the man. When I asked how I could
be sure this was a valid license, he said, “Don’t worry. It is an international license!” He sent me
out without letting me ask further questions. After all, the peaceful atmosphere of Bali made me

forgive whatever happened on the island.

36. Vietnam
No other place could be as chaotic as Saigon, Vietnam. The roads are full of motorbikes, but
there are hardly any traffic lights. To go across a street, people have to venture into the excessive

flow of traffic, expecting the motorists to dodge them. I was once almost hit by a motoreycle when
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she had not heard anything wrong about the place I was going to. My French was not good enough
to get further information.

The bus went through a scenic view of the Pyrenees. There were no signs of armed soldiers
or barbed wires. As the bus was going deeper into the mountains, it was getting snowier. Then
suddenly a beautiful ski resort came into my view where a bunch of skiers in colorful wear were
sliding down with music played on a large speaker. I felt like Hansel and Gretel straying into a
thick forest to find a house of cake.

29. Spain

It was already late March when I went down to Spain. It was warm and the sunlight from
the clear blue sky was just pleasant. For the first time in this trip, I was able to take off my thick
jacket. Plus, I could afford genuinely tasty food for the first time since I came to Europe. As the
prices were lower and my days in Europe were numbered, I could enjoy eating without worrying

about money. I especially liked fish fresh from the Mediterranean.

30. Portugal

Before taking the flight back to Japan, I got to visit Portugal. The weather was even milder
than in Spain, and the people all treated me with gentle smiles. The most memorable of all was a
lady I asked where I could catch a bus. She spoke no English but went the extra mile to take me
to the bus stop. Among the people waiting there, she found someone who could speak English and
made sure I would be taken care of on the bus. She stayed there until the bus left and waved her
hand to me. This lady alone made Portugal the best country in Europe.

Short Trips Here and There

As I started working full time, I could no longer afford long vacations. Still, I was able to

travel to neighboring counties every time I had a few days off.

31. The Philippines

I found a good beach resort a few hours from Manila. | had a great time sleeping in a
bamboo cabin with a gentle sound of waves just below me. The sea water was just spectacular.
I tried scuba diving for the first time in my life. It was the most fantastic experience with lots
of fish swimming right in front of my eyes. I felt like {rqshima Taro losing track of time in the
underwater paradise. How I dreaded going back to work.

32. India

I had heard many backpackers excitedly talking about India, and I had been curious to
know what it was that attracted them so much. At the same time, I wanted to have a wonderful
underwater experience again. So, I chose a place recommended by the Indian tourist bureau in

Tokyo as the best beach resort in the country.
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country.

25. Belgium

Now that spring was coming to Europe it was not as cold as before. So, I headed north again
to spend a night on a train. Belgium was one of such countries as I just passed through without
stopping.

26. Holland

I consider Holland the most exciting country in Europe. The people seemed to have a unique
sense of freedom. They were smoking marijuana casually in public. It did not smell nearly as bad
as tobacco smoke in an izakaya in Tokyo. Another exciting feature was the famous prostitution
district in Amsterdam. I walked along a street gazing up windows with women in underwear
standing and waving hands down to me. Many backpackers at the youth hostel were excitedly

talking about how they took advantage of this free society.

27. Luxemburg

I had not expected more than setting foot in a new country before I visited Luxemburg, but
it turned out to be a beautiful and cozy place surrounded by majestic old brick forts. There were
not many tourist spots, but the prices were reasonable and the weather was mild. In other words,
it was an ideal place for doing nothing. I spent a week there, the longest time throughout this
journey.

Spending such a long time, I got well acquainted with other hostellers. Many of them were
staying for a long time as well. I especially became close to an Australian man who was always
drunk and liked talking about sex. We laughed hard every night exchanging dirty jokes until we
got a look of disapproval from the warden.

One day at breakfast in the cafeteria, a Brazilian tourist ran to our table freaking out. He was
very upset holding a broken padlock in his hand, saying all the money he had in his locker was
stolen. Suddenly the peaceful youth hostel turned into a turmoil. Everyone started talking about
how this could have happened and who could be the culprit. Then we found that one person was
missing from the hostel. It was the Australian drunkard who disappeared during the night.

28. Andorra

Looking at a big map of Europe, I found a small country located on the border between
Franc and Spain. I asked hostellers whether they knew anything about this country, but most
of them just shrugged their shoulders. One backpacker said that it was a stronghold of Spanish
communists where they unilaterally declared independence from the government. This story
piqued my curiosity, thinking I could be the first Japanese to venture into the forbidden world.

I found it a little strange when I heard there was a regular bus service from the French border
to the world of separatists. The woman at the ticket booth said that she had never been there, but
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bank and got all the checks back. How great it was to be able to splurge on food and drinks at a
restaurant for the first time since I came to Europe. German sausages and beer were a godsend

after the week of munching on hard bread I bought at supermarkets in Scandinavia.

20. Austria

I crossed the border into Austria and spent a few days in Saltsburg. It is the birthplace of
Mozart and the setting of the classic musical movie Phe Sound of Music. It would be a dream
destination for music lovers but not for me. All I remember was the cold in the mountains. I

hardly appreciated the beautiful nature there.

21. Switzerland

Switzerland was even colder and more expensive. Even a hostel dormitory room cost as much
as a single room in Germany. I could not afford to enjoy the beautiful nature of the Alps. I just
kept thinking about how to save money as I had to go on traveling for more than a month. I did
not even take the bus or the streetcar. I just walked from supermarket to supermarket to look for
the best deal of sandwiches.

22. Liechtenstein

I did not know the country Lichtenstein existed until I heard in Zurich that I could go there
with a few-hour bus ride. Wishing to visit as many countries as possible, I seized the opportunity
to take a day trip to this unknown territory. It was a sunny and warm day when I got there.
There was what looked like a festival going on, and there were a bunch of floats with beautiful
decorations and people in colorful costumes. I had never seen such a happy scene since I came
to Europe. I spent a few hours there. I wanted to stay longer, but I had to catch the bus back to
Zurich.

23. Italy

It was warmer down in Italy as spring was coming closer. I looked forward to excellent Italian
meals, but those served at cheap eateries were not quite up to par. Things were not as cheap as I
had expected and taking a gondola in Venice was way beyond my budget. I kept on walking along
canals instead.

The best way to save money was to spend a night on a train. After all, I could get a free ride
with my pass and lie down in a compartment. So, I took a train with no particular reason. I even
arrived in Rome in the morning and left there on the evening of the same day. I busily moved

around from spot to spot taking one picture at every place.
24. Monaco

I was half awake when my train passed through Monaco. I remember seeing out of the
window in the dark a station sign that read “Monaco-Monte-Carlo,” so I believe I set foot in this
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some friends I had met in Thailand. I kept in touch with Matias in particular.

14. Russia

I had an overnight layover in Moscow on the way. It had been less than a year since the Soviet
Union was dissolved. I took a one-hour bus excursion offered by Aeroflot and had a short glimpse
of the freezing city in February. I saw people walking wearing thick coats and fur hats on snowy
dark streets. The tour guide showed us the first McDonald’s restaurant that had recently opened

epitomizing the end of the cold war.

15. Norway

Again, I found myself in trouble when I arrived at Oslo the next day. When I picked up my
backpack at the airport, I found all my traveler’s checks gone. It was evident that the airport staff
in Moscow opened my bag and stole them. I had nothing but a credit card to tide me over until I
got new checks reissued. It was tough because Norway was one of the most expensive countries in
the world.

Still, I was able to spend a few days and see the beautiful landscapes of Scandinavia. I was

also impressed by how well people spoke English. They were almost like native speakers.

16. Sweden

Matias and I were thrilled to reunite at the train platform in Stockholm. As he made fun
of me for losing my money, he said something about communist Russians having no concept of
personal property. He was one of the disgruntled residents in the socialistic country. Other local
people looked unhappy too. I do not know whether this came from political reasons as Matias
said or from the fact that it was mostly dark in Scandinavia with the daytime lasting for only six

hours. I myself was miserable too without cash.

17. Finland

While Matias was busy working, I took an overnight ferry to Finland. After all, I got a free
ride with my Eurail pass. I spent about an hour in the third country in Scandinavia before taking
the same boat going back. Their education level was supposed to be high but Finnish people did
not speak English to the same degree as those in Norway and Sweden.

18. Denmark
After promising Matias to stay in touch and send him a kimono, I left Sweden for Dusseldorf,
Germany. It was where I was going to get reimbursed for my stolen checks. I changed trains in

Copenhagen and had a one-hour layover. That was all that happened in Denmark.

19. Germany.

Dusseldorf is known for its large Japanese community. I visited the office of a Japanese
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they just asked me a bunch of ridiculous questions about every item they found in my backpack,
like where 1 got this and that for how much. They even asked me to give them Japanese condoms.

Once I crossed the border, I could hardly find anyone who spoke English and found it difficult
to communicate with people. I often heard people say “hakuna matata” in Swahili, meaning “No
problem” or “Take it easy.” I was forced to adjust myself to the hakuna-matata way in Tanzania.
The country’s infrastructure was poorly developed. Water hardly came out of the hotel tap and 1
had to stay dusty for a few days without a shower. The train trip across the country was delayed
for hours from the beginning, and it arrived at the destination twelve hours late. It had bogged
down many times on the way. We had to patiently wait in the compartments in the middle of
nowhere with no idea what was going on. All the information we got was that they were having
some mechanic issues, but what we saw outside the window was the train driver chatting with

local farmers on the side of the track.

13. Burundi

The small country by Lake Tanganyika was where I had the most horrendous experiences. For
one thing, getting into the country from Tanzania was such an ordeal. Everyone told me different
things about the journey across the border and I did not know who to believe. The bus ride was
just hellish. They packed twice as many passengers into a minivan, and I had to squeeze my butt
into seat space merely a few inches wide. The vehicle was stopped by the police every ten minutes.
By the time the minivan reached the terminal in Bujumbura, I could hardly stand with my hip
numbed from keeping a bad posture too long.

The reason I ventured into this unfamiliar land was that it was a former French colony and
its official language was French. However, it turned out that very few locals spoke French. It
seemed that despite French being their official language of Burundi, it was only spoken by the
limited number of elite officials.

Then came a nightmare. One day out of the blue, all the public buses stopped running, and
they were all replaced with military trucks with soldiers holding weapons. It seemed like an
outbreak of an ethnic conflict I had been warned about before. Now I knew why the security had
been so tight at the border, with the police excessively nervous about the people coming into the
country from Tanzania. I heard gunfire in the distance. I was told that my flight back to Nairobi
might be canceled. I remembered a news report I had seen about a Japanese businessman
captured by overseas guerrillas. Would my name be on the front page of a Japanese newspaper?
I was afraid of becoming like ET, left behind on a strange planet without any means to go home.

The worrying days lasted almost a week.

Fifty-Day Graduation Trip

I took a long trip right before my graduation from university. I was going to travel across
Europe with a Eurail pass for 50 days. The primary purpose of this trip was to take full advantage
of the last long break before starting my working life. Another thing I had in mind was to visit
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of food than in Japan.

9. Singapore

I had heard so many nice things about Singapore and was looking forward to visiting there.
However, it was just 18 hours before my flight back to Tokyo when I arrived. I had spent too much
time in Thailand and Malaysia before I knew it. All I remember about this country was a quick
boat tour through the city.

Way to Africa

I completed almost all school work in three years and finished job hunting in the summer
of my senior year, which meant I had plenty of time to travel after the fall. I wanted this time
to be another opportunity to practice languages like French, my second foreign language. The
wonderful experiences in Southeast Asia made me fond of traveling in a developing world—this
was why I picked Africa for my next destination. Someone told me the best deal to fly to Africa
was to go to Europe first and buy flight tickets there.

10. France

Unfortunately, Paris was not a place for a budget traveler. I flew in at midnight, and I
decided to sleep on an airport bench to save the accommodation cost. When I woke up, I found my
backpack’s zipper open and my camera gone. Another problem was that I got hemorrhoids after
using thick toilet paper at the cheapest place in Paris.

However, the best story in France took place on a random street in Toulouse. When I asked a
couple of strangers with my poor French for directions to the youth hostel, they suggested I could
stay at their house. While I struggled communicating with the family at the dinner table, they all
took excellent care of me. French may be notorious for not being able or willing to speak English,
and often considered unfriendly to foreign tourists. But they were sure to appreciate any effort to

use their language.

11. Kenya

With flight tickets I bought in London, I flew to Nairobi. The moment I landed in Kenya,
friendly people speaking fluent English surrounded me. On the cheapest safari I signed up, I had
a great time with other backpackers, taking pictures of lions or gazelles, spending a night while
hearing wild animals cry in the distance and pushing the car that kept breaking down amongst

the wild savanna.

12, Tanzania
It took hours for the bus to go through the border to Tanzania. We were made to step out of
the vehicle and sit and wait on a dusty road as the line of passengers moved inch by inch. No

wonder the passport control was taking so long—the officers were loitering. When my turn came,
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confirm the departure time and the seat number in English.

6. New Zealand

I even succeeded in booking a flight ticket from Sydney to Christ Church. This made me proud
to be a full-fledged backpacker. Hoping to be a “real man”, I dared to bungee jump into a 46-meter
deep valley. I felt myself changing.

First Trip to Southeast Asia
The trip to Southeast Asia I took 28 years ago changed my concept of traveling. It was when

I learned both sweet and ugly natures of humans. It gave me a good reason to keep going back. I
planned to take the international train going through the Malay Peninsula. I just looked forward
to crossing the borders on land, so I added Thailand as the place to start my journey.

7. Thailand

The moment I arrived in Bangkok, I got lost because not many people there spoke English.
Those who came to talk to me in English were mostly scammers trying to take advantage of naive
tourists. I ended up spending five or six times more for a glass of beer without realizing.

Despite this wrong first impression, the positive aspects of the Thai people soon became
visible. Aside from those swindlers, they were generally kind going out of the way to help me.
When I asked for directions, they tried their best to explain with gestures. In a third-class train
car, the fellow passengers just smiled and cared for the foreign tourist who did not speak a word
of Thai. The country’s rich nature remained untouched. I was amazed by beautiful beaches with
white sand and mesmerized by thousands of stars in the sky.

A mountain trekking tour I joined in Cheng Mai was a real eye-opener. I was with other
backpackers from Europe and used English the whole time for three days. We made strong bonds
while walking, river-rafting, elephant-riding, and eating by a campfire. I was the poorest English
speaker in the group, and this was the first time to realize that there were many nonnative
speakers of English having no problem communicating with each other. I became close to one of
them, Matias, a Swedish backpacker in the group. He called me the best person he had met. We

spent the next two weeks traveling around the whole country.

8. Malaysia.

I had a dramatic experience in Malaysia, too. I was on the way to Kuala Lumpur on an
overnight bus, but I slept through my stop. Unbelievably, the driver dropped me off in the middle
of the highway at midnight. Having no idea what to do, I desperately tried to stop every car
heading toward the capital. After ten minutes of waving my arms like a madman, an Indian truck
driver picked me up and found me a hotel room. He was kind enough to take the next day off and
showed me around the city. I don’t remember much of the tourist spots he took me to, but the

taste of the food we had at strolls was unforgettable. They served the same or even better quality
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package tour. It was one of those ready-made tours that went through must-see spots like Tiger
Balm Garden or Victoria Peak. For me however, it was a dream-come-true moment. Everything
was new to me; it was the first time I experienced what was called time difference. What a strange
feeling it was to adjust my watch two hours behind when the plane landed. I nervously listened
on the tour bus as the guide was telling us how important it was to keep our passports safe and
never to drink tap water.

One of the reasons I chose Hong Kong was that I just wanted to practice speaking English.
However, our tour spent too much time visiting souvenir shops. It was somewhat dubious the way
the trip was ran as the agent earned a commission by sending tourists to those shops. We went
to a jewelry shop or an Eastern medicine shop where I felt like a fish out of water. As a student,
there was no way I could afford a gold necklace they were trying to sell. As a teenager, I did not
need to eat a tiger’s penis to stimulate mine. I had to quietly sit and watch other members enjoy

shopping. This experience made me determined to go abroad again to use English.

3. The US

My next opportunity to use English overseas was a trip to the US when I was a sophomore.
I was not yet brave enough to go alone. Back in the late '80s, there were a lot of horror stories
regarding the US, New York in particular. People said that a Japanese tourist would be like a
mouse amongst hungry cats, destined to be mugged on the street. They also said that taking a
subway would be like breaking into a yakuza's office bare-armed. Once again, I joined a package
tour, but I chose one that allowed a lot of free time so that I could act by myself.

This time I did have chances to use English but ended up realizing how difficult it was to
understand fast speech by native speakers. I had no idea why other people were laughing on a
local tour. The story went over my head when I watched a Broadway musical. Still, I enjoyed the

adventure of taking the subway to Yankee Stadium at night.

4. Canada
When I went to Niagara Falls, I crossed the border and spent an hour to watch the

overwhelming power of the water from the Canadian side.

5. Australia

My next goal was to go overseas by myself and use English all the time. I chose Australia for
my first solo trip because it was supposed to be safe and backpacker-friendly with lots of youth
hostels and dormitory rooms. I was thrilled with the prospect of traveling by train in such a vast
continent.

At first, I was extremely nervous. I did not even know how to use a coin-operated laundry
machine. Due to my poor English, I held up in my dormitory at first. But I soon learned to smile
to greet people and then say hi and shake hands. I became confident in my English to the degree

where I could manage a minimal communication as a tourist. I was able to book a train ticket and
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Beyond My Little Horizons:
A Recount of Setting Foot in 50 Countries

Jun Harada

I woke up with a shock of a “bang” from below and felt my body pulled forward from my seat
with a strong force. I saw outside the window lights passing behind one after another as the flight
slowed down on the runway. “Here I come, Mongolia the *50th country I have ever set foot in.” It
took me 30 years to reach this milestone after I made my first step abroad.

Backpacking has become a lot easier in these thirty years with the advent of the internet in
the 1990s, Wi-Fi in the 2000s, and Google Map and Translation in the 2010s. Now I remember
the days I always had to carry a guidebook with me walking from hotel to hotel to find a place
to stay, or rehearse many times how to say “I want to go to the train station,” in Chinese. I even
had to carry cumbersome amounts of coins for the phone booth to make international calls. I have
become much less destitute than I was in my college days; I recall myself munching on hard bread
and canned tuna in a park on a cold day.

Now that I have reached this milestone, I consider it the right time to compile a chronicle of
visiting the 50 countries through my backpacking career. I will recount whatever memory each
place brings back. Sometimes it is a breathtaking view of beautiful nature, a solemn old temple
full of dignity, or a silly experience I had. For these reasons, my writing will not focus on a single

theme but a mishmash of various episodes.

Standing on My Feet
1. Japan

Born and raised in Japan, | was always curious to know what lay beyond my little horizons,
longing to go overseas. One day when I was a little, I was watching outside the window of the
Tokaido Line. As the train came to the seashore of Sagami Bay, a hazy sight of land offshore came
into my view. I shouted out in excitement, “Hey I can see America, America!” My voice echoed
throughout the car and it embarrassed my family. I also liked watching TV programs showing
anything exotic: a majestic view of a European castle or wild animals in Africa. I was especially
thrilled with an old South Pacific island man who claimed he could chase away evil spirits with
his nude dance. I grew up daydreaming of walking down such magical places, seeing something

exciting with my own eyes, and conversing with someone crazy with my own mouth.
2. the UK (Hong Kong)

My dream finally came true in my first year of college when I got to visit Hong Kong, which
was a British colony back then. I spoke little English at that time, and I just joined a guided
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